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87-39. BOARD OF EXAMINERS; APPOINTMENT; TERMS; CHAIRMAN; MEETINGS; QUORUM; PRINCIPAL OFFICE; COMPENSATION; 
OATH. 

(a) The State Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors shall continue as the State agency responsible for the licensing of persons 
engaging in electrical contracting within this State, and shall consist of one member from the North Carolina Department of Insurance 
to be designated by the Commissioner of Insurance; one member who has satisfied the requirements for an unlimited license as defined 
in G.S. 87-43.3 and who is a representative of the North Carolina Association of Electrical Contractors to be designated by the governing 
body of that organization; and five members to be appointed by the Governor: one from the faculty of The Greater University of North 
Carolina who teaches or does research in the field of electrical engineering, one who is serving as a chief electrical inspector of a 
municipality or county in North Carolina, one who has satisfied the requirements for an unlimited license as defined in G.S. 87-43.3 and 
who is a representative of the Carolinas Electrical Contractors Association operating a sole proprietorship, partnership or corporation 
located in North Carolina which is actively engaged in the business of electrical contracting, and two who have no ties with the 
construction industry and who represent the interest of the public at large. 
(b) Members of the Board shall serve staggered seven-year terms. Each member shall serve until his or her successor is designated or 
appointed, and is duly qualified. Vacancies occurring during a term shall be filled for the remainder of that term by the authority that 
designated or appointed the departing member. 
(c) Members of the Board shall not serve consecutive, complete terms. For purposes of this subsection, only a term of less than seven 
years that results from the filling of a vacancy is an incomplete term; a term of less than seven years that results from the successor’s 
late designation or appointment is not an incomplete term. 
(d) All members shall be residents of North Carolina during their tenure on the Board. Any member of the Board may be removed by the 
authority that designated or appointed that member for misconduct, incompetency, or neglect of duty. 
(e) The Board shall hold regular meetings quarterly and may hold meetings on call of the chair. The chair shall be required to call a 
special meeting upon written request by two members of the Board. At its regular first quarter meeting, the Board shall elect from its 
membership a chair and a vice-chair, each to serve for one year. Four members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. The principal 
office of the Board shall be at such place as shall be designated by a majority of the members thereof. Payment of compensation and 
reimbursement of expenses of Board members shall be governed by G.S. 93B-5. 
(f ) Before entering upon the performance of his or her duties hereunder, each member of the Board shall take and file with the Secretary 
of State an oath in writing to properly perform the duties of his or her office as a member of the Board, and to uphold the Constitution 
of North Carolina and the Constitution of the United States. 

87-40. SECRETARY -TREASURER. 
At its regular first quarter meeting, the Board shall appoint a secretary-treasurer to serve for one year. The secretary-treasurer need 
not be a member of the Board, and the Board is authorized to employ a full-time secretary-treasurer and such other assistants and to 
make such other expenditures as may be necessary to the proper performance of the duties of the Board under this Article. The 
compensation and the duties of the secretary-treasurer shall be fixed by the Board, and the secretary-treasurer shall give bond in such 
sum and form as the Board shall require for the faithful performance of duty. The secretary-treasurer shall keep a record of the 
proceedings of said Board and shall receive and account for all moneys derived from the operations of the Board under this Article. 
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87-41. SEAL OF BOARD. 
The Board shall adopt a seal for its own use, and the secretary-treasurer shall have charge and custody thereof. The seal shall have 
inscribed thereon the words “Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors, State of North Carolina.” 

87-41.1. DEFINITIONS. 
As used in this Article, unless the context requires otherwise: 

1) A “qualified individual” is an individual who is qualified in a specific license classification as a result of having taken and passed
the qualifying examination required by this Article for such a classification and who has been certified as such by the Board 
pursuant to G.S. 87-42. 

2) A “listed qualified individual” is a qualified individual whose name is listed on a license issued by the Board. A listed qualified
individual has the specific duty and authority to supervise and direct electrical contracting done by or in the name of a licensee 
of the Board on whose license the qualified individual is so listed. 

3) A licensee of the Board is a person listed pursuant to subsection (2), or a partnership, firm or corporation that regularly employs
at least one listed qualified individual and which has been issued a license by the Board. 

87-42. DUTIES AND POWERS OF BOARD. 
In order to protect the life, health and property of the public, the State Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors shall provide for 
the written examination of all applicants for certification as a qualified individual, as defined in G.S. 87-41.1. The Board shall receive 
all applications for certification as a qualified individual and all applications for licenses to be issued under this Article, shall examine 
all applicants to determine that each has met the requirements for certification and shall discharge all duties enumerated in this Article. 
Applicants for certification as a qualified individual must be at least 18 years of age and shall be required to demonstrate to the 
satisfaction of the Board their good character and adequate technical and practical knowledge concerning the safe and proper installation 
of electrical work and equipment. The examination to be given for this purpose shall include, but not be limited to, the appropriate 
provisions of the National Electrical Code as incorporated in the North Carolina State Building Code, the analysis of electrical plans and 
specifications, estimating of electrical installations, and the fundamentals of the installation of electrical work and equipment. 
Certification of qualified individuals shall be issued in the same classifications as provided in this Article for license classifications. The 
Board shall prescribe the standards of knowledge, experience and proficiency to be required of qualified individuals, which may vary for 
the various license classifications. The Board shall issue certifications and licenses to all applicants meeting the requirements of this 
Article and of the Board upon the receipt of the fees prescribed by G.S. 87-44. The Board shall have power to make rules and regulations 
necessary to the performance of its duties and for the effective implementation of the provisions of this Article. The Board shall have 
the power to administer oaths and issue subpoenas requiring the attendance of persons and the production of papers and records before 
the Board in any hearing, investigation, or proceeding conducted by it. Members of the Board’s staff or the sheriff or other appropriate 
official of any county of this State shall serve all notices, subpoenas, and other papers given to them by the Chairman for service in the 
same manner as process issued by any court of record. Any person who neglects or refuses to obey a subpoena issued by the Board shall 
be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The Board shall have the power to acquire, rent, encumber, alienate, and otherwise deal with real 
property in the same manner as a private person or corporation, subject only to approval of the Governor and the Council of State. 
Collateral pledged by the Board for an encumbrance is limited to the assets, income, and revenue of the Board. The Board shall keep 
minutes of all its proceedings and shall keep an accurate record of receipts and disbursements which shall be audited at the close of 
each fiscal year by a certified public accountant, and the audit report shall be filed with the State of North Carolina in accordance with 
Chapter 93B of the General Statutes. 

87-43. ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING DEFINED; LICENSES. 
Electrical contracting shall be defined as engaging or offering to engage in the business of installing, maintaining, altering or repairing 
any electric work, wiring, devices, appliances or equipment. No person, partnership, firm or corporation shall engage, or offer to engage, 
in the business of electrical contracting within the State of North Carolina without having received a license in the applicable 
classification described in G.S. 87-43.3 from the State Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors in compliance with the provisions of 
this Article, regardless of whether the offer was made or the work was performed by a qualified individual as defined in G.S. 87-41.1. 
In each separate place of business operated by an electrical contractor at least one listed qualified individual shall be regularly on active 
duty and shall have the specific duty and authority to supervise and direct all electrical wiring or electrical installation work done or 
made by such separate place of business. Every person, partnership, firm or corporation engaging in the business of electrical contracting 
shall display a current certificate of license in his principal place of business and in each branch place of business which he operates. 
Licenses issued hereunder shall be signed by the chairman and the secretary-treasurer of the Board, under the seal of the Board. A 
registry of all licenses issued to electrical contractors shall be kept by the secretary-treasurer of the Board, and said registry shall be 
open for public inspection during ordinary business hours.  

87-43.1. EXCEPTIONS. 
The provisions of this Article shall not apply: 

1) To the installation, construction or maintenance of facilities for providing electric service to the public ahead of the point of
delivery of electric service to the customer; 

2) To the installation, construction, maintenance, or repair of telephone, telegraph, or signal systems, by public utilities, or their
corporate affiliates, when said work pertains to the services furnished by said public utilities; 

3) To any person in the course of his work as a bona fide employee of a licensee of this Board;
4) To the installation, construction or maintenance of electrical equipment and wiring for temporary use by contractors in

connection with the work of construction;
5) To the installation, construction, maintenance or repair of electrical wiring, devices, appliances or equipment by persons, firms

or corporations, upon their own property when such property is not intended at the time for rent, lease, sale or gift, who
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regularly employ one or more electricians or mechanics for the purpose of installing, maintaining, altering or repairing of 
electrical wiring, devices or equipment used for the conducting of the business of said persons, firms or corporations; 

(5a) To any person who is himself and for himself installing, maintaining, altering or repairing electric work, wiring,  devices, 
appliances or equipment upon his own property when such property is not intended at the time for rent, lease, or sale; 

6) To the installation, construction, maintenance or repair of electrical wiring, devices, appliances or equipment by State
institutions and private educational institutions which maintain a private electrical department;

7) To the replacement of lamps and fuses and to the installation and servicing of cord-connected appliances and equipment
connected by means of attachment plug-in devices to suitable receptacles which have been permanently installed or to the
servicing of appliances connected to a permanently installed junction box. This exception does not apply to permanently
installed receptacles or to the installation of the junction box.

8) To the bonding of corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) gas piping systems as required under Section 310.1.1 of the 2012 N.C.
Fuel Gas Code.

9) To the installation, maintenance, or replacement of any load control device or equipment by an electric power supplier, as
defined in G.S. 62-133.8, or an electrical contractor contracted by the electric power supplier, so long as the work is subject
to supervision by an electrical contractor licensed under this Article. The electric power supplier shall provide such installation,
maintenance, or replacement in accordance with (i) an activity or program ordered, authorized, or approved by the North
Carolina Utilities Commission pursuant to G.S. 62-133.8 or G.S. 62-133.9 or (ii) a similar program undertaken by a municipal
electric service provider, whether the installation, modification, or replacement is made before or after the point of delivery
of electric service to the customer. The exemption under this subdivision applies to all existing installations.

10) To the installation, construction, maintenance, or repair of electrical wiring, devices, appliances, or equipment by a person
certified as a well contractor under Article 7A of this Chapter when running electrical wires from the well pump to the pressure
switch.*
(1937, c.87, s.5; 1951, c.650, ss.1-21/2; 1953, c. 595; 1961, c.1165; 1969, c. 669, s.1; 1979, c. 904, ss. 4-7; 2013-36,
s.1; 2013-58, s.1.)      *Ratified Pending Governor’s Signature

87-43.2. ISSUANCE OF LICENSE. 
(a) A person, partnership, firm, or corporation shall be eligible to be licensed as an electrical contractor and to have such license 
renewed, subject to the provisions of this Article, provided: 

1) At least one listed qualified individual shall be regularly employed by the applicant at each separate place of business to have
the specific duty and authority to supervise and direct electrical contracting done by or in the name of the licensee;

2) An application is filed with the Board which contains a statement of ownership, states the names and official positions of all
employees who are listed qualified individuals and provides such other information as the Board may reasonably require;

3) The applicant, through an authorized officer or owner, shall agree in writing to report to the Board within five days any additions
to or loss of the employment of listed qualified individuals; and

4) The applicant furnishes, upon the initial application for a license, a bonding ability statement completed by a bonding company
licensed to do business in North Carolina, verifying the applicant’s ability to furnish performance bonds for electrical contracting
projects having a value in excess of the project value limit for a limited license established pursuant to G.S. 87-43.3 for the
intermediate license classification and in excess of the project value limit for a limited license established pursuant to G.S. 87-
43.3 for the unlimited license classification. In lieu of furnishing the bonding ability statement, the applicant may submit for
evaluation and specific approval of the Board other information certifying the adequacy of the applicant’s financial ability to
engage in projects of the license classification applied for. The bonding ability statement or other financial information must
be submitted in the same name as the license to be issued. If the firm for which a license application is filed is owned by a sole
proprietor, the bonding ability statement or other financial information may be furnished in either the firm name or the name
of the proprietor. However, if the application is submitted in the name of a sole proprietor, the applicant shall submit
information verifying that the person in whose name the application is made is in fact the sole proprietor of the firm.

(b) A license shall indicate the names and classifications of all listed qualified individuals employed by the applicant. A license shall be 
cancelled if at any time no listed qualified individual is regularly employed by the applicant; provided, that work begun prior to such 
cancellation may be completed under such conditions as the Board shall direct; and provided further that no work for which a license is 
required under this Article may be bid for, contracted for or initiated subsequent to such cancellation until said license is reinstated by 
the Board. 

87-43.3. CLASSIFICATION OF LICENSES. 
An electrical contracting license shall be issued in one of the following classifications: Limited, under which a licensee shall be permitted 
to engage in a single electrical contracting project of a value, as established by the Board, not in excess of forty thousand dollars 
($40,000) and on which the equipment or installation in the contract is rated at not more than 600 volts; Intermediate, under which a 
licensee shall be permitted to engage in a single electrical contracting project of a value, as established by the Board, not in excess of 
one hundred ten thousand dollars ($110,000); Unlimited, under which a licensee shall be permitted to engage in any electrical contracting 
project regardless of value; and such other special Restricted classifications as the Board may establish from time to time to provide, 
(i) for the licensing of persons, partnerships, firms or corporations wishing to engage in special restricted electrical contracting, under 
which license a licensee shall be permitted to engage only in a specific phase of electrical contracting of a special, limited nature, and 
(ii) for the licensing of persons, partnerships, firms or corporations wishing to engage in electrical contracting work as an incidental part 
of their primary business, which is a lawful business other than electrical contracting, under which license a licensee shall be permitted 
to engage only in a specific phase of electrical contracting of a special, limited nature directly in connection with said primary business. 
The Board may establish appropriate standards for each classification, such standards not to be inconsistent with the provisions of G.S. 
87-42. The Board may, be rule, modify the project value limitations up to the maximum amounts set forth in this section for limited and 
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intermediate licenses no more than once every three years based upon an increase or decrease in the project cost index for electrical 
projects in this state. 

87-43.4. RESIDENTIAL DWELLING LICENSE. 
There is hereby created a separate license for electrical contractors which shall permit an electrical contractor to engage in electrical 
contracting projects pertaining to single-family detached residential dwellings. The value of a single project pertaining to a single-family 
detached residential dwelling shall not be in excess of the maximum value, established in G.S. 87-43.3, of a single project engaged in 
by a licensee with a license classified as limited. The Board shall establish appropriate standards for this new license. The standards of 
knowledge, experience and proficiency shall be those appropriate for that license. 

87-44. FEES ; LICENSE TERM. 
The Board shall collect a fee from each applicant before granting or renewing a license under the provisions of this Article; the annual 
license fee for the limited classification shall not exceed one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each principal and each branch place of 
business; the annual license fee for the intermediate classification shall not exceed one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) for each principal 
and each branch place of business; the annual license fee for the unlimited classification shall not exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00) 
for each principal and each branch place of business; and the annual license fee for the special restricted classifications and for the 
single-family detached residential dwelling license shall not exceed one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each principal and each branch 
place of business. The Board shall establish a system for the renewal of licenses with varying expiration dates. However, all licenses 
issued by the Board shall expire one year after the date of issuance. Licenses shall be renewed by the Board, subject to G.S. 87-44.1 
and G.S. 87-47, after receipt and evaluation of a renewal application from a licensee and the payment of the required fee. The 
application shall be upon a form provided by the Board and shall require such information as the Board may prescribe. Renewal 
applications and fees shall be due 30 days prior to the license expiration date. Upon failure to renew by the expiration date established 
by the Board, the license shall be automatically revoked. This license may be reinstated by the Board, subject to G.S. 87-44.1 and G.S. 
87-47, upon payment of the license fee, an administrative fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00), and all fees for the lapsed period during 
which the person, partnership, firm or corporation engaged in electrical contracting, and, further, upon the satisfaction of such 
experience requirements during the lapse as the Board may prescribe by rule. The Board may collect fees from applicants for 
examinations in an amount not to exceed one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125.00), except the fee for a specially arranged examination 
shall not exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00). In addition, the Board may collect an examination review fee, not to exceed twenty-
five dollars ($25.00), from failed examinees who apply for a supervised review of 
their failed examinations. 

87-44.1. CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES REQUIRED. 
Beginning July 1, 1991, the Board may require as prerequisite to the annual renewal of a license that every listed qualified individual 
complete continuing education courses in subjects relating to electrical contracting to assure the safe and proper installation of electrical 
work and equipment in order to protect the life, health, and property of the public. The listed qualified individual shall complete, during 
the 12 months immediately preceding license renewal, a specific number of hours of continuing education courses approved by the Board 
prior to enrollment. The Board shall not require more than 10 hours of continuing education courses per 12 months and such continuing 
education courses shall include those taught at a community college as approved by the Board. The listed qualified individual may 
accumulate and carry forward not more than two additional years of the annual continuing education requirement. Attendance at any 
course or courses of continuing education shall be certified to the Board on a form provided by the Board and shall be submitted at the 
time the licensee makes application to the Board for its license renewal and payment of its license renewal fee. This continuing education 
requirement may be waived by the Board in cases of certified illness or undue hardship as provided for in the Rules of the Board. 

87-44.2. LICENSING OF NONRESIDENTS. 
(a) Definitions. - - The following definitions apply in this section: 

1) Delinquent income tax debt. - - The amount of income tax due as stated in a final notice of assessment issued to a taxpayer by
the Secretary of Revenue when the taxpayer no longer has the right to contest the amount. 

2) Foreign corporation. - - Defined in G.S. 55-1-40.
3) Foreign entity. - - A foreign corporation, a foreign limited liability company, or a foreign partnership.
4) Foreign limited liability company. - - Defined in G.S. 57C-1-03.
5) Foreign partnership. - - Either of the following that does not have a permanent place of business in this State:

a. A foreign limited partnership as defined in G.S. 59-102.
b. A general partnership formed under the laws of a jurisdiction other than this State.

(b) Licensing. - - The Board shall not issue a license for a foreign corporation unless the corporation has obtained a certificate of authority 
from the Secretary of Revenue pursuant to Article 15 of Chapter 55 of the General Statutes. The Board shall not issue a license for a 
foreign limited liability company unless the company has obtained a certificate of authority from the Secretary of State pursuant to 
Article 7 of Chapter 57C of the General Statutes. 
(c) Information. - - Upon request, the Board shall provide the Secretary of Revenue on an annual basis the name, address, and tax 
identification number of every nonresident individual and every foreign entity licensed by the Board. The information shall be provided 
in the format required by the Secretary of Revenue. 
(d) Delinquents. - - If the Secretary of Revenue determines that any nonresident individual or foreign corporation licensed by the Board, 
a member of any foreign limited liability company licensed by the Board, or a partner in any foreign limited liability company licensed 
by the Board, or a partner in any foreign partnership licensed by the Board, owes a delinquent income tax debt, the Secretary of Revenue 
may notify the Board of these nonresident individuals and foreign entities and instruct the Board not to renew their licenses. The Board 
shall not renew the license of such a nonresidential individual or foreign entity identified by the Secretary of Revenue unless the Board 
receives a written statement from the Secretary that the debt either has been paid or is being paid pursuant to an installment agreement. 
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87-45. FUNDS. 
The fees collected for examinations and licenses under this Article shall be used for the expenses of the State Board of Examiners of 
Electrical Contractors in carrying out the provisions of this Article. No expenses of the Board or compensation of any member or employee 
of the Board shall be payable out of the treasury of the State of North Carolina; and neither the Board nor any member or employee 
thereof shall have any power or authority to make or incur any expense, debt or other financial obligation binding upon the State of 
North Carolina. Any funds remaining in the hands of the secretary-treasurer to the credit of the Board after all expenses of the Board 
for the current fiscal year have been fully provided for shall be paid over to the North Carolina Engineering Foundation, Inc., for the 
benefit of the electrical engineering department of the Greater University of North Carolina. Provided, however, the Board shall have 
the right to maintain an amount, the cumulative total of which shall not exceed twenty percent (20%) of gross receipts for the previous 
fiscal year of its operation as a maximum contingency or emergency fund. 

87-46. RESPONSIBILITY OF LICENSEE; NONLIABILITY OF BOARD. 
Nothing in this Article shall relieve the holder or holders of licenses issued under the provisions hereof from complying with the building 
or electrical codes or statutes or ordinances of the State of North Carolina, or of any county or municipality thereof now in force or 
hereafter enacted. Nothing in this Article shall be construed as relieving the holder of any license issued hereunder from responsibility 
or liability for negligent acts on the part of such holder in connection with electrical contracting work; nor shall the State Board of 
Examiners of Electrical Contractors be accountable in damages, or otherwise, for the negligent act or acts of any holder of such license. 

87-47. PENALTIES IMPOSED BY BOARD; ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES. 
(a1) The following activities are prohibited: 

1) Offering to engage or engaging in electrical contracting without being licensed.
2) Selling, transferring, or assigning a license, regardless of whether for a fee.
3) Aiding or abetting an unlicensed person, partnership, firm, or corporation to offer to engage or to engage in electrical

contracting.
4) Being convicted of a crime involving fraud or moral turpitude.
5) Engaging in fraud or misrepresentation to obtain a certification, obtain or renew a license, or practice electrical contracting.
6) Engaging in false or misleading advertising.
7) Engaging in malpractice, unethical conduct, fraud, deceit, gross negligence, gross incompetence, or gross misconduct in the

practice of electrical contracting.
(a2) The Board may administer one or more of the following penalties if the applicant, licensee, or qualified individual has engaged 
in any activity prohibited under subsection (a1) of this section: 

1) Reprimand.
2) Suspension from practice for a period not to exceed 12 months.
3) Revocation of the right to serve as a listed qualified individual on any license issued by the Board.
4) Revocation of license.
5) Probationary revocation of license or the right to serve as a listed qualified individual on any license issued by the Board, upon

conditions set by the Board as the case warrants, and revocation upon failure to comply with the conditions.
6) Revocation of certification.
7) Refusal to certify an applicant or a qualified individual.
8) Refusal to issue a license to an applicant.
9) Refusal to renew a license.

(a3) In addition to administering a penalty under subsection (a2) of this section, the Board may assess a civil penalty of not more than 
one thousand dollars ($1,000) against a licensee or a qualified individual who has engaged in an activity prohibited under subsection (a1) 
of this section or has violated another provision of this Article or a rule adopted by the Board. Civil penalties collected under this 
subsection shall be deposited in the General Fund of North Carolina as nontax revenue. In determining the amount of a civil penalty, the 
Board shall consider: 

1) The degree and extent of harm to the public safety or to property, or the potential for harm.
2) The duration and gravity of the violation.
3) Whether the violation was committed willfully or intentionally, or reflects a continuing pattern.
4) Whether the violation involved elements of fraud or deception either to the public or to the Board, or both.
5) The violator’s prior disciplinary record with the Board.
6) Whether and the extent to which the violator profited by the violation.

(a4) Any person, including the Board and its staff on their own initiative, may prefer charges pursuant to this section, and such charges 
must be submitted in writing to the Board. The Board may, without a hearing, dismiss charges as unfounded or trivial. The Board may 
issue a notice of violation based on the charges, to be served by a member of the Board’s staff or in accordance with Rule 4 of the Rules 
of Civil Procedure, against any person, partnership, firm, or corporation for engaging in an activity prohibited under subsection (a1) of 
this section or for a violation of the provisions of this Article or any rule adopted by the Board. The person or other entity to whom the 
notice of violation is issued may request a hearing by notifying the Board in writing within 20 days after being served with the notice of 
violation. Hearings shall be conducted by the Board or an administrative law judge pursuant to Article 3A of Chapter 150B of the General 
Statutes. In conducting hearings, the Board may remove the hearings to any county in which the offense, or any part thereof, was 
committed if in the opinion of the Board the ends of justice or the convenience of witnesses require such removal.  
(a5) If the person or other entity does not request a hearing under subsection (a4) of this section, the Board shall enter a final decision 
and may impose penalties against the person or other entity. If the person or other entity is not a licensee or a qualified individual, the 
Board may impose penalties under subsection (a2) of this section. If the person or other entity is a licensee or a qualified individual, the 
Board may impose penalties under subsection (a2) of this section, subsection (a3) of this section, or both. 
(b) The Board shall adopt and publish rules, in accordance with Chapter 150B of the General Statutes and consistent with the provisions 
of this Article, governing the matters contained in this section. 
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(c) The Board shall establish and maintain a system whereby detailed records are kept regarding charges and notices of violation pursuant 
to this section. This record shall include, for each person, partnership, firm, and corporation charged or notified of a violation, the date 
and nature of each charge or notice of violation, investigatory action taken by the Board, any findings by the Board, and the disposition 
of the matter. 
(d) The Board may reinstate a qualified individual’s certification and may reinstate a license after having revoked it, provided that one 
year has elapsed from revocation until reinstatement and that the vote of the Board for reinstatement is by a majority of its members. 
The Board shall immediately notify the Secretary of State and the electrical inspectors within the licensee’s county of residence upon 
the revocation of a license or the reissuance of a license which had been revoked. 
(e) In any case in which the Board is entitled to convene a hearing to consider imposing any penalty provided for in subsection (a2) or 
(a3) of this section, the Board may accept an offer in compromise of the charge, whereby the accused shall pay to the Board a penalty 
of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000). Penalties collected by the Board under this subsection shall be deposited in the General 
Fund of North Carolina as nontax revenue. 

87-48. PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF ARTICLE; POWERS OF BOARD TO ENJOIN VIOLATION. 
(a) Any person, partnership, firm or corporation who shall violate any of the provisions of this Article or any rule of the Board adopted 
pursuant to this Article or who shall engage or offer to engage in the business of installing, maintaining, altering or repairing within the 
State of North Carolina any electric wiring, devices, appliances or equipment without first having obtained a license under the provisions 
of this Article shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. 
(b) Whenever it shall appear to the State Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors that any person, partnership, firm or corporation 
has violated, is violating, or threatens to violate any provisions of this Article, the Board may apply to the courts of the State for a 
restraining order and injunction to restrain such practices. If upon such application the court finds that any provision of this Article is 
being violated, or a violation thereof is threatened, the court shall issue an order restraining and enjoining such violations, and such 
relief may be granted regardless of whether criminal prosecution is instituted under the provisions of this Article. The venue for actions 
brought under this subsection shall be the superior court of any county in which such acts are alleged to have been committed or in the 
county where the defendants in such action reside. 

87-49. NO EXAMINATION REQUIRED OF LICENSED CONTRACTORS. 
Any person, firm or corporation licensed in this State as a Class II electrical contractor on the effective date of this Article shall be 
entitled to be licensed, without examination, in the limited classification upon payment of the required fee and may be licensed in the 
intermediate or in the unlimited classification without written examination upon satisfactory proof to the Board that such applicant is 
in fact qualified for such classification. Any person, firm or corporation licensed in this State as a Class I electrical contractor on the 
effective date of this Article shall be entitled to be licensed without examination in the limited, intermediate or unlimited classification 
upon payment of the required fee. Provided, that any person who has been once duly licensed by the Board, whose license has expired 
solely because of failure to apply for renewal, may apply and have a license issued under the provisions of this section if within a period 
of 12 months preceding such issuance the applicant shall have been primarily actively engaged as an electrical contractor or in an 
occupation which in the judgment of the Board is similar or equivalent to that of an electrical contractor. 

87-50. RECIPROCITY. 
To the extent that other states which provide for the licensing of electrical contractors provide for similar action, the Board may grant 
licenses of the same or equivalent classification to electrical contractors licensed by other states without written examination upon 
satisfactory proof furnished to the Board that the qualifications of such applicants are equal to the qualifications of holders of similar 
licenses in North Carolina and upon payment of the required fee. 

87-50.1. PUBLIC AWARENESS PROGRAM. 
The Board shall establish and implement a public awareness program to inform the general public of the purpose and function of the 
Board. 

87-51. SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS. 
If any provision of this Article or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is for any reason held invalid, such invalidity 
shall not affect other provisions or applications of the Article which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and 
to this end the provisions of this Article are declared to be severable. 
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TITLE 21 NCAC18B – BOARD’S RULES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING LICENSING ACTS 

SECTION .0100 - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

.0101 PRINCIPAL OFFICE: MAILING ADDRESS: OFFICE HOURS 
The State Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors has designated 3101 Industrial Drive, Suite 206, Raleigh, North Carolina 27609, 
as its principal office. Its mailing address is P. O. Box 18727, Raleigh, North Carolina 27619. Its regular office business hours are 8:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-39; 87-42; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 2006. 

.0102 REFERENCE TO STATE BUILDING AND ELEVATOR CODES 
(a) Pursuant to G.S. 150B-14(c), the North Carolina State Building Code, Volume IV Electrical, and the National Electrical Code, NFPA 
70, are incorporated by reference. Whenever a reference is made in this Subchapter to one of these codes, it means the current edition 
and any amendments thereto. The term “National Electrical Code” when used in these rules includes both codes incorporated in this 
paragraph. 
(b) Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.6, the North Carolina codes and standards for elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators, moving walks and 
personnel hoists, administered by the North Carolina Department of Labor and codified as 13 NCAC 15 .0200, are incorporated by 
reference. Whenever a reference is made in this Subchapter to these codes and standards, it means the current edition and amendments 
thereto. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-39; 87-42; 95-11(e); 143-138; 

Eff. October 1, 1988. 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011. 

.0103 Annual Reports 
Annual Reports.  The Board shall make timely filing of all reports required by G.S. 93B-2. In case of the untimely filing of a report, then 
pursuant to G.S. 93B-2(d), the Board shall hold in escrow any fees tendered between the filing deadline and the filing date. Issuance of 
licenses, renewals and application processing shall continue during any interval created by the untimely filing of a report required by 
G.S.93B-2. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-39; 87-40; 87-42; 93B-2; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; February 1, 1996; February 1, 1990. 

.0104 AUTHORIZED LEGAL ACTION BY STAFF 
(a) The following members of the Board’s staff are authorized to act on behalf of the Board in criminal and civil actions brought under 
the provisions of G.S. 87-48: 

1) the Board’s executive director; and
2) the Board’s field representatives/investigators.

(b) The staff members set out in paragraph (a) of this rule are authorized to sign affidavits as to the content of Board records, execute 
or verify civil complaints in the name of the Board, sign criminal warrants with respect to violations of G.S.87-48, testify in court or in 
other proceedings and to preform all other acts as may be required in criminal and civil actions related to G.S. 87-48. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-40; 87-42; 87-43; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 2006; April 1, 1993. 

.0105 BOARD RECORDS 
The records of the Board shall be maintained at the Board office and shall be available for public inspection, in accordance with G.S. 
132, during regular office business hours. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-47; 132-1; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1995. 

.0106 JOINT RESOLUTION AND AGREEMENTS (Repealed ) 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-39; 87-42; 
Eff. October 1, 1988. Repealed Eff. July 1, 2011 

.0107 PROCESSING FEE FOR SUBMITTAL OF BAD CHECK 
(a) Any person, firm or corporation submitting to the Board a check which is subsequently returned to the Board because of insufficient 
funds in or no account at a bank shall be charged the maximum processing fee allowed by G.S. 25-3-506 for processing such check. 
(b) Until such time as the payor of such bad check has made the check good and paid the prescribed processing fee, the payor shall not 
be eligible to take an examination, review an examination, obtain a license or have a license renewed. 
(c) Any license which has been issued based on the payment of a check which is subsequently returned to the Board for reasons stated 
herein shall be declared invalid until such time as the payor has made the check good and paid the prescribed processing fee. 
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(d) Payment to the Board for making good such bad check and for the prescribed processing fee may be made in the form of cash, 
cashier’s check or money order. 
(e) All examination, examination review, license and license renewal applications provided by the Board shall contain information in a 
conspicuous place thereon clearly advising the applicant of the foregoing bad check processing fee. 

History Note: Authority G.S. 25-3-506; 87-42; 
Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. May 1, 1998. 

.0108 PETITION FOR RULE-MAKING PROCEDURES 
(a) Any person wishing to request the Board to adopt, amend, or repeal a rule shall file a petition with the Board pursuant to G.S. 150B-
20, by mail or personal delivery. The petition shall be signed by the petitioner and shall include the petitioner’s address. 
(b) There is no form required for the petition. 
(c) The Board shall grant the petition if it finds the requested rule change would comply with the requirements of law and, if so, it would 
likely serve the public interest. The Board may request additional information from the petitioner and may contact interested persons 
or persons likely to be affected by the proposal and request their comments in order to obtain information upon which to base the 
determination of public interest. Before granting or denying the petition, the Board shall consider the contents of the petition and any 
other information filed with or obtained by the Board. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 150B-20; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. March 1, 1999. 

.0109 DECLARATORY RULING PROCEDURES 
(a) All requests for declaratory rulings shall be written and mailed to the Board at the Board’s address. 
(b) Each request for a declaratory ruling must include the following information: 

1) the name and address of the person requesting the ruling;
2) the statute or rule to which the request relates;
3) a concise statement of the manner in which the requesting person is aggrieved by the rule or statute or its potential application

to him; and
4) a statement whether an oral hearing is desired and, if so, the reason therefor.

(c) Upon receipt of a request for a declaratory ruling, the Board shall determine whether a ruling is appropriate under the facts stated. 
(d) The Board shall proceed to issue a declaratory ruling when the person requesting the ruling shows that, with regard to the facts 
presented: 

1) the rule or statute in question is unclear on its face;
2) circumstances are so changed since the adoption of a rule that a declaratory ruling is warranted;
3) the factors specified in the request were not given appropriate consideration by the Board at the time the rule was adopted;
4) the rule or statute is unclear in its application to the requesting person’s facts; or
5) a fair question exists regarding the validity of the rule because of:

(A) an absence of authority for the Board’s adoption of the rule; or
(B) irregularities in the Board’s rule-making proceedings.

(e) When the Board determines for good cause that the issuance of a declaratory ruling is undesirable, the Board shall notify, in writing, 
the person requesting the ruling, stating the reasons for the denial of the request. The Board will ordinarily decline to issue a declaratory 
ruling when: 

1) there has been a similar controlling factual determination made by the Board;
2) the rule-making record shows that the factual issues raised by the request were specifically considered prior to adoption of the

rule; or
3) the subject matter of the request is involved in pending litigation in any state or federal court in North Carolina.

(f ) Prior to issuing a declaratory ruling, the Board may give notice of the declaratory proceedings to any persons it deems appropriate 
and may direct that fact-finding proceedings appropriate to the circumstances of the particular request be conducted by the Board. The 
proceedings may consist of written submissions, an oral hearing, or other appropriate procedures. 
(g) If the Board finds evidence that the factors listed in Subdivisions (d)(1), (2), or (3) of this Rule exist or potentially exist beyond the 
specific facts presented in a particular petition for declaratory ruling, the Board shall consider rule-making proceedings on the rule. 
(h) A record of each declaratory ruling and the procedures conducted therefore will be maintained by the Board at least until: 

1) the statute or rule interpreted by the declaratory ruling is amended, altered, or repealed;
2) the Board prospectively changes the declaratory ruling for good reason;
3) any court sets aside the ruling in litigation between the Board and the party requesting the ruling; or
4) any court of the Appellate Division of the General Court of Justice construes the statute or rule which is the subject of the

declaratory ruling in a manner plainly irreconcilable with the declaratory ruling.
(i) The record will contain: 

1) the request for a declaratory ruling;
2) all written submissions filed in the request, whether filed by the person requesting the ruling or by any other person;
3) a record or summary of oral presentations, if any; and
4) a copy of the declaratory ruling.

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 150B-4; 
Eff. October 1, 1988. 
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SECTION .0200 - EXAMINATIONS 

.0201 REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL EXAMINATION APPLICANTS 
(a) To take an examination in any electrical contracting license classification, the applicant must: 

1) be at least 18 years of age;
2) submit the required duly filed application as defined in Rule .0210;
3) submit with the application written statements from at least two persons attesting to the applicant’s good character; and
4) meet any other requirements set out in Paragraph (b) of this Rule.

(b) Examination applicants must meet the following requirements for the specified license classifications: 
1) Limited classification. An applicant must have at least four years of experience, as defined in Rule .0202 of this Section, of

which at least two years shall be primary experience. The balance of experience may be primary, secondary or both.
2) Intermediate classification. An applicant must have at least six years of experience, as defined in Rule .0202 of this Section, of

which at least four years shall be primary experience. The balance of experience may be primary, secondary or both.
3) Unlimited classification. An applicant must:

A) have at least seven years of experience, as defined in Rule .0202 of this Section, of which at least five years shall be
primary experience. The balance of experience may be primary, secondary or both, and

B) submit with the application written statements from at least two persons, who are knowledgeable of the applicant’s
electrical experience, attesting to the applicant’s ability to supervise and direct all electrical wiring or electrical
installation work done by an electrical contracting business in the unlimited classification.

4) Single family detached residential dwelling (SP-SFD) classification. An applicant must have at least four years of experience, as
defined in Rule .0202 of this Section, of which at least two years shall be primary experience. The balance of experience may
be primary, secondary or both.

5) Special restricted fire alarm/low voltage (FALV) classification. An applicant must have at least three years of experience, as
defined in Rule .0202 of this Section, of which at least two years shall be primary experience. The balance of experience may
be primary, secondary or both. An applicant in this classification may also receive creditable experience for service in any of
the capacities listed in Rule .0202 that the applicant gained in the low voltage field.

6) Special restricted elevator (SP-EL) classification. An applicant must:
A) have at least four years of experience, as defined in Rule .0202 of this Section, of which at least two and one-half

years shall be primary experience. The balance of experience may be primary, secondary or both. An applicant in this
classification may also receive creditable experience for service in any of the capacities listed in Rule .0202 that the
applicant gained in the elevator field, and

B) include on the application information verifying that the applicant is primarily engaged in, or is regularly employed by
and will be the listed qualified individual for a firm that is primarily engaged in, a lawful elevator business in this
State.

7) Special restricted plumbing and heating (SP-PH) classification. An applicant must:
A) have at least three years of experience, as defined in Rule .0202 of this Section, of which at least two years shall be

primary experience. The balance of experience may be primary, secondary or both. An applicant in this classification
may also receive creditable experience for service in any of the capacities listed in Rule .0202 that the applicant
gained in the plumbing, heating or air conditioning field, and

B) include on the application information verifying that the applicant is primarily engaged in, or is regularly employed by
and will be the listed qualified individual for a firm that is primarily engaged in, a lawful plumbing, heating or air
conditioning business in this State.

8) Special restricted ground water pump (SP-WP) classification. An applicant must:
A) have at least two years of experience, as defined in Rule .0202 of this Section, of which at least one year shall be

primary experience. The balance of experience may be primary, secondary or both. An applicant in this classification
may also receive creditable experience for service in any of the capacities listed in Rule .0202 that the applicant
gained in the ground water pump field, and

B) include on the application information verifying that the applicant is primarily engaged in, or is regularly employed by
and will be the listed qualified individual for a firm that is primarily engaged in, a lawful ground water pump business
in this State.

9) Special restricted electric sign (SP-ES) classification. An applicant must:
A) have at least two years of experience, as defined in Rule .0202 of this Section, of which at least one year shall be

primary experience. The balance of experience may be primary, secondary or both. An applicant in this classification
may also receive creditable experience in any of the capacities listed in Rule .0202 that the applicant gained in the
electric sign field, and

B) include on the application information verifying that the applicant is primarily engaged in, or is regularly employed by
and will be the listed qualified individual for a firm that is primarily engaged in, a lawful electric sign business in this
State.

10) Special restricted swimming pool (SP-SP) classification. An applicant must:
A) have at least two years of experience, as defined in Rule .0202 of this Section, of which at least one year shall be

primary experience. The balance of experience may be primary, secondary or both. An applicant in this classification
may also receive creditable experience for service in any of the capacities listed in Rule .0202 that the applicant
gained in the swimming pool field, and

B) include on the application information verifying that the applicant is primarily engaged in, or is regularly employed by
and will be the listed qualified individual for a firm that is primarily engaged in, a lawful swimming pool business in
this State.
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History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 87-44; 
Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 2010; March 1, 1999; February 1, 1990. 

.0202 EXPERIENCE 
(a) Primary. As used in this Chapter, primary experience means working experience gained by the applicant while engaged directly in 
the installation of electrical wiring and equipment governed by the National Electrical Code or work activities directly related thereto. 
Examples of the capacity in which a person may work in gaining primary experience and the percentages for creditable primary 
experience are as follows: 

Percentage 
1) journeyman electrician or electrician mechanic, both meaning the same;........................................... 100
2) electrical foreman;............................................................................................................. 100
3) electrical general foreman;................................................................................................... 100
4) electrical superintendent;....................................................................................................  100
5) electrical general superintendent;........................................................................................... 100
6) estimator for licensed electrical contractor;............................................................................... 100
7) electrical inspector recognized as such by the State Department of Insurance;...................................... 100
8) time spent by a professional engineer who is responsible for follow-up project supervision, beyond

the point of delivery, in electrical engineering, design consulting;....................................................  100 
9) full-time instructor teaching National Electrical Code, NFPA 72 and related electrical courses at a

college, university, community college, technical institute, high school or vocational school;....................   50 
10) maintenance journeyman electrician or electrician mechanic employed in a full-time electrical maintenance

department;...................................................................................................................... 100 
11) time actually spent in electrical maintenance by a maintenance journeyman electrician or

electrician mechanic regularly employed in other than a full-time electrical maintenance department;....... 100 
12) military person holding an electrician rating or rank of at least E-4 who is engaged in land based
13) electrical installations similar or equivalent to work performed by an electrical contractor;.................... 100
14) time actually spent in part-time or incidental work in any primary experience category;.........................  100
15) time actually spent installing or maintaining fire alarm/low voltage systems;....................................... 100
16) time as a holder of NICET certification on NFPA 72 Level I, II or III;...................................................    50
17) time as a holder of NICET certification on NFPA 72 Level IV............................................................. 100
In calculating accumulative primary experience, a total of 2,000 hours shall equal one creditable year. The total number of 
creditable years shall be calculated by dividing the total hours of primary experience by 2,000. Example: Applicant has worked in 
primary capacity for a total of 7,200 hours of primary experience. 
7,200 = 3.6 years creditable primary work experience 
2,000 

(b) Secondary. As used in this Chapter, secondary experience means working experience gained while engaged in work or training that 
is related to the installation of electrical wiring and equipment governed by the National Electrical Code. Examples of the type of 
work or training in which a person may engage to gain creditable secondary experience and the percentages for creditable secondary 
experience are as follows: 

Percentage 
1) apprentice electrician training in an apprentice program approved by the NC Department of

Labor;............................................................................................................................ 100 
2) time spent as an apprentice electrician or helper other than as described in subparagraphs

(1) and (3) of this paragraph;................................................................................................. 80 
3) time actually spent in electrical maintenance by a maintenance apprentice or electrician helper

regularly employed in other than a full-time electrical maintenance department;................................. 80 
4) student satisfactorily completing National Electrical Code and related electrical courses at a college,

university, community college, technical institute, high school or vocational school;.............................. 50 
5) Time spent by a professional engineer who is not responsible for follow-up project supervision,

beyond the point of delivery, in electrical engineering, design, or consulting;.....................................  50 
6) Electrical construction design under the supervision of a professional engineer;...................................  50
7) sales representative for an electrical wholesaler, distributor, or manufacturer;.................................... 20
8) appliance service and repair;................................................................................................. 20
9) electric utility lineman; and.................................................................................................. 10
10) electric utility serviceman..................................................................................................... 20 
In calculating accumulative secondary experience, a total of 2,000 hours shall equal one creditable year. The total number of 
creditable years shall be calculated by applying the percentage for creditable secondary experience and dividing the remainder 
hours by 2,000. Example: Applicant has 1,000 hours of work experience as a helper or regular apprentice and 2,200 hours of 
experience while enrolled in an approved apprentice training program: 1,000 hours at 80 percent = 800 hours secondary experience; 
2,200 hours at 100 percent = 2,200 hours secondary experience; 
800 + 2,200 = 1.5 years creditable secondary experience 
2,000 

(c) Other Experience. The Board shall approve other experience that it finds to be equivalent or similar to the primary or secondary 
experience defined in this Rule. 
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History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 
Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 2010; March 1, 1999. 

.0203 EXAMINATION SCOPE 
(a) General. In addition to the examination subjects specified in G.S. 87-42, qualifying examinations for each license classification shall 
include permit and inspection requirements, business practices and the North Carolina statutes and rules applicable to electrical 
contracting. 
(b) Variation in Scope. The examinations for each license classification shall be based on a level of technical and practical knowledge 
concerning the safe and proper installation of electrical work and equipment that corresponds to the electrical contracting work 
authorized under each license classification. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. March 1, 1999; April 1, 1993. 

.0204 EXAMINATIONS 
(a) All qualifying examinations administered by the Board for each license classification shall be written or computer-based examinations 
and must be taken personally by the approved applicant after the applicant has met the requirement for examination contained in the 
rules in this Subchapter. 
(b) Upon approval of an applicant pursuant to these Rules, the Board shall provide the applicant a notice of examination eligibility that 
is valid for a period of three months and for a single administration of the qualifying examination. Upon receipt of a notice of examination 
eligibility from the Board, the applicant shall schedule the examination by contacting the Board or the authorized testing service. The 
applicant shall be scheduled for the examination, by the Board and the Board or authorized testing service will confirm the date, time 
and place. 
(c) A minimum grade of 75 out of a possible score of 100 is required in order to pass any qualifying examination administered by the 
Board. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 93B-8; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Temporary Amended Eff. August 31, 2001; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; January 1, 2006; July 18, 2002. 

.0205 MINIMUM PASSING GRADE (Repealed) 

.0206 REGULAR EXAMINATIONS (Repealed) 

.0207 APPLICATION FOR REGULAR EXAMINATIONS (Repealed) 

.0208 SPECIALLY-ARRANGED EXAMINATIONS (Repealed ) 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 87-44; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. August 1, 1999; (Rule .0208); 
February 1, 1996 (Rule .0207); April 1, 1993 (Rule .0206) 
February 1, 1990; (Rule .0208) 
Temporary Amended Eff. August 31, 2001; 
Repealed Eff. July 1, 2011. 

.0209 FEES 
(a) The examination fee for regular qualifying examinations is ninety dollars ($90.00) for all classifications. 
(b) The fee for a review of a failed examination is twenty-five dollars ($25.00). All reviews are supervised by the Board or staff. 
(c) The examination fees for examinations in all classifications and the fees for examination reviews may be in the form of cash, check, 
money order, Visa or Mastercard made payable to the Board and must accompany the respective applications when filed with the Board. 
(d) Examination fees received with applications filed for qualifying examinations shall be retained by the Board unless: 

1) an application is not filed as prescribed in Rule .0210 of this Section, in which case the examination fee and application shall
be returned; or 

2) the applicant does not take the examination during the examination period for which application was made, files a written
request for a refund, setting out extenuating circumstance and the Board finds extenuating circumstances. 

(e) Examination review fees are non-refundable unless the applicant does not take the review, files a written request for a refund, 
setting out extenuating circumstance and the Board finds extenuating circumstances. 
(f ) Any fee retained by the Board shall not be creditable toward any future examination fee or examination review. 
(g) Extenuating circumstances for the purposes of Paragraphs (d)(2) and (e) of this Rule shall be the applicant’s illness, bodily injury or 
death, or death of the applicant’s spouse, child, parent or sibling, or a breakdown of the applicant’s transportation to the designated 
site of the examination or examination review. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 87-44; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. May 1, 1998; July 1, 1989; 
Temporary Amendment Eff. June 30, 2000; 
Temporary Amended Eff. August 31, 2001; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; January 1, 2008; December 4, 2002. 
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.0210 APPLICATIONS DULY FILED 
Examinations applications shall be considered as duly filed when the applicant has filed an application with the Board, on a form provided 
by the Board, together with the examination fee as prescribed in Rule .0209 of this Section and information sufficient to meet the 
minimum examination requirements applicable to the classification involved. By filing an application with the Board, an applicant 
authorizes the Board or the Board’s staff to verify, in any manner the Board or staff deems necessary and appropriate, the information 
submitted on or in support of his application. The Board or staff shall determine whether applications are duly filed, process all 
applications, and return all applications not duly filed. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 87-44; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Temporary Amended Eff. August 31, 2001; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; July 18, 2002 

.0211 WAITING PERIOD BETWEEN EXAMINATIONS 
(a) A person who fails a qualifying examination must wait before being eligible to take another examination in the same classification. 
The waiting period depends on the score on the failed examination, as follows: 

Failed Examination Grade    Waiting Period 
74-65 3 months
64 and below 6 months

(b) A person who fails an examination in the same license classification three times must satisfactorily complete a minimum of 16 hours 
classroom education on the electrical code provided by a board-approved continuing education sponsor before retaking the examination. 
(c) A person shall be considered a new applicant each time he applies to take an examination and must file an application on the standard 
application form and pay the required examination fee. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; January 1, 2006 

SECTION .0300 - DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF TERMS APPLICABLE TO LICENSING 

.0301 LISTED QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL 
A listed qualified individual cannot be “regularly on active duty”, as the term is used in G.S. 87-43, during the hours when he has 
committed himself to work for an employer other than the employers on whose license he is the listed qualified individual. Therefore, 
no electrical contracting work can be done under a license during the hours its listed qualified individual has committed himself to duty 
as an employee in other employment.  
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1990. 

.0302 DRAWINGS 
Pursuant to an agreement between the Board and the North Carolina State Board for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors, the 
following definitions and procedures shall apply to drawings: 

1) Design Drawing. A design drawing indicates the total result to be achieved by an assembly of various systems. It is the creative
work of a design professional, prepared with the use of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering 
sciences in order to accomplish a specific function and bears the seal of the preparing design professional. 

2) Shop Drawing. A shop drawing indicates the fabrication, assembly, installation or erection of a system’s components. It is usually
prepared by the manufacturer or installing contractor for the purpose of conveying to the mechanic the materials and 
construction sequencing procedures to be used in achieving the total result called for by the design drawings. 

3) Drawings by Contractor. If design drawings are not required by any statute, the installing contractor may prepare preliminary
drawings to illustrate his proposed installation. If design drawings are required by a statute for an installation, the contractor 
may prepare preliminary drawings to illustrate his proposed installation; provided his proposal contains specific provisions to 
assure the awarding authority that, if awarded the project, the services of a duly registered professional will be employed to 
prepare the required final design drawings for the installation proposed and that the installation will be constructed in 
accordance with such design drawings. 

History Note:  Authority G.S. 87-39; 87-42; 
Eff. October 1, 1988. 

.0303 ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION: PROJECT: PROJECT VALUE-LIMITATION 
For the purpose of implementing G.S. 87-43.3 pertaining to the limited and intermediate electrical contracting license classifications, 
the following provisions shall apply: 

1) Electrical Installation. Electrical work is construed to be an electrical installation when the work is made or is to be made:
a) in or on a new building or structure;
b) in or on an addition to an existing building or structure;
c) in or on an existing building or structure, including electrical work in connection with lighting or power rewiring or with

the addition or replacement of machines, equipment or fixtures; or
d) in an area outside of buildings or structures, either overhead or underground or both.
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2) Project. An electrical installation is construed to be a separate electrical contracting project if all the following conditions are
met:
a) the installation is, or will be, separate and independently supplied by a separate service, feeder or feeder system; and
b) the installation is for:

i. an individual building or structure which is separated from other buildings or structures by a lot line or, if located
on the same lot with other buildings or structures, is physically separated from such other buildings or structures by
an open space or an area separation fire wall;

ii. an individual townhouse single-family dwelling unit constructed in a series or group of attached units with property
lines separating such units;

iii. an individual tenant space in a mall-type shopping center;
iv. an addition to an existing building or structure;
v. an existing building or structure, including electrical work in connection with lighting or power rewiring or with the

addition or replacement of machines, equipment or fixtures; or
vi. an outdoor area either overhead or underground or both.

c) the negotiations or bidding procedures for the installation are carried out in a manner totally separate and apart from the
negotiations or bidding procedures of any other electrical installation or part thereof;

d) except for new additions, alterations, repairs or changes to a pre-existing electrical installation, no electrical
interconnection or relationship whatsoever will exist between the installation and any other electrical installation or part
thereof;

e) a separate permit is to be obtained for each individual building structure or outdoor area involved from the governmental
agency having jurisdiction; and

f) if a question is raised by a party at interest or if requested by the Board or Board’s staff for any reason, the owner or the
awarding authority or an agent of either furnishes to the Board, and to the inspections department having jurisdiction, a
sworn affidavit confirming that each and every one of the conditions set forth in (2)(a) through (e) of this Rule are satisfied.

3) Relationship of Plans and Specifications to Definition of Project. Even though such electrical work may not fully comply with
each and every condition set out in Subparagraph (2) of this Rule, the entire electrical work, wiring, devices, appliances or
equipment covered by one set of plans or specifications is construed to be a single electrical contracting project.

4) Project Value Limitation. In determining the value of a given electrical contracting project, the total known or reasonable
estimated costs of all electrical wiring materials, equipment, fixtures, devices, and installation must be included in arriving at
this value, regardless of who furnishes all or part of same, and regardless of the form or type of contract or subcontract involved.
As an example, on a given electrical contracting project, the owner or general contractor will furnish all or part of the electrical
wiring, material, etc. and
a) if the total cost of the wiring, materials, etc., including that furnished by others, plus the total cost of the installation

involved, will be more than forty thousand dollars ($40,000) but not more than one hundred ten thousand dollars
($110,000), then only an electrical contractor holding either an intermediate or unlimited license will be eligible to submit
a proposal or engage in the project.

b) if the total cost of the wiring, materials, etc., including that furnished by others, plus the total cost of the installation
involved, will exceed one hundred ten thousand dollars ($110,000), then only an electrical contractor holding an unlimited
license will be eligible to submit a proposal or engage in the project.

If a given electrical contracting project is subdivided into two or more contracts or subcontracts for any reason, then the total 
value of the combined contracts or subcontracts which may be awarded to or accepted by any one licensee of the Board must 
be within the total project value in accordance with this Rule. The Board’s staff shall make a determination of what constitutes 
a project in any given situation, and any party at interest shall have the right to appeal any staff determination to the Board 
for a final binding decision. 

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43; 
Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 2008; February 1, 1996; February 1, 1990. 

.0304 POINT OF DELIVERY AND RELATED TERMS 
(a) “Point of delivery” and other terms related thereto are defined as follows: 

1) Consumer’s Premises. A “consumer’s premises” is any publicly or privately owned building, structure, land or facility to which
electric energy is being furnished.

2) Consumer’s Wiring. A “consumer’s wiring” is the portion of a wiring system that is located at or on the consumer’s premises
and for which the consumer has full responsibility for ownership, operation and maintenance. This wiring is considered to be
beyond the point of delivery.

3) Electric Power Supplier. An “electric power supplier” is a public utility company, a private utility company, an electric
membership co-op, a municipal utility or any other entity that furnishes electric energy for private or public use.

4) Electric Power Supplier’s Wiring. An “electric power supplier’s wiring” is the portion of a wiring system that is located either
off, at, or on the consumer’s premises and for which the electric supplier has full responsibility for ownership, operation and
maintenance. This wiring is considered to be ahead of the point of delivery.

5) Point of Delivery. The “point of delivery,” as used in G.S. 87-43.1(1), is the point where an electric power supplier’s wiring
terminates in the supplier’s delivery of electrical energy to a consumer’s wiring at or on the consumer’s premises.

6) Service Point. The “service point” in a wiring system, defined in the National Electrical Code as the point of connection between
the facilities of the serving utility and the premises wiring, is construed to be the same as the point of delivery.

(b) Special Conditions. Where conditions of service or other circumstances require that a portion of an electric power supplier’s owned, 
operated and maintained equipment, such as metering and load control equipment, be installed within the consumer’s wiring, such 
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installation shall be construed to be beyond the point of delivery, and the installation of such equipment is required to be made by a 
licensee of the Board. This provision does not prohibit an electric power supplier from installing its metering and load control equipment 
in the enclosures for such equipment or removing same from such enclosures. 
(c) Rulings. Where conditions of service or other circumstances are such that the definition of point of delivery and the related terms in 
this Rule are not strictly applicable, either in whole or in part, a special limited ruling will be issued by the Board on request of any 
party of interest. 
(d) Illustration. The point of delivery and service point in a wiring system and the application of the North Carolina Electrical Contracting 
Licensing Act are further defined in the following illustration: 

POINT OF DELIVERY - G.S. CH 87, ART. 4 
SERVICE POINT - NEC, NFPA 70 

 AHEAD      BEYOND 

Wiring on this side is that portion of a wiring system for which 
the electric power supplier has the responsibility for ownership, 
operation and maintenance, including any overhead, 
underground, inside or outside wiring. 

Wiring on this side is that portion of a wiring system for which the 
consumer has the responsibility for ownership and maintenance, 
including any overhead, underground, inside or outside wiring. 

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
Wiring installations on this side are exempted from the North 
Carolina Electrical Contracting Licensing Act. Parties of interest 
are referred to the North Carolina Licensing Board for General 
Contractors for applicable licensing requirements. 

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
Wiring installations on this side are covered by the North Carolina 
Electrical Contracting Licensing Act and, pursuant to the provisions 
of said act, persons, firms, or corporations installing, maintaining, 
altering or repairing such wiring are required to hold an appropriate 
license issued by the State Board of Examiners of Electrical 
Contractors. 

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-39; 87-42; 87-43.1(1); 
Eff. October 1, 1988. 

.0305 LICENSE REQUIREMENTS AND EXEMPTIONS 
(a) Pursuant to G.S. 87-43.1(7), an electrical contractor’s license is not required for: 

1) the installation and servicing of electrical appliances or equipment which is being supplied through a cord connected by means
of an attachment plug-in device to a suitable permanently installed receptacle; and 

2) the servicing of electrical appliances or equipment being supplied through wiring connected to a permanently installed junction
box. 

(b) Unless exempted by a statute other than G.S. 87-43.1(7), an electrical contractor’s license is required for: 
1) the installation of the permanently installed receptacles to which cord-supplied electrical appliances or equipment are

connected; 
2) the installation of the permanently installed junction boxes to which electrical appliances or equipment are connected; and
3) any wiring connected to and supplied from the out-put side of any electrical appliances or equipment regardless of whether

such appliances or equipment are supplied through a cord connected by means of an attachment plug-in device to a suitable
permanently installed receptacle or are supplied through wiring connected to a permanently installed junction box.

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.1; 
Eff. October 1, 1988 Amended Eff. July 1, 2011. 

.0306 BONA FIDE EMPLOYEE 
(a) For the exemption for electrical work done as a bona fide employee of a licensee under G.S. 87-43.1(3), the following conditions 
must be met: 

1) The restrictions of the employing licensee’s license apply to any employee of the license.
2) The employing licensee shall have control and direction of the details, methods and manner of performing the electrical work

being done by the employee. The manner of payment, if any, to the person shall not be the sole determining factor
concerning whether the person is an employee.

3) The electrical work shall be performed under the supervision and direction of a listed qualified individual who is the
employing licensee, or under the supervision and direction of a listed qualified individual regularly employed by the
employing licensee.

(b) The employing licensee, the employee, and every listed qualified individual of the licensee shall furnish any information the Board 
may require, including affidavits, to evaluate and determine a claim of employee exemption. 
(c) When the information furnished to the Board does not substantiate compliance with this Rule, the individual shall be deemed to be 
an independent contractor rather than an employee and shall be subject to G.S. Chapter 87, Article 4. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. April 1, 1993. 

.0307 CERTAIN ELECTRICAL WORK/MANUFACTURER/PREFABRICATED UNITS 
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(a) A manufacturer of prefabricated units is not required to be licensed by the Board to engage in installing, altering or repairing the 
electric work, wiring, devices, appliances or equipment in or on its prefabricated units under either of the following conditions: 

1) during the time the prefabricated units are physically located at the actual place of manufacture; or
2) after the prefabricated units have been removed from the actual place of manufacture if all of the following conditions are

met:
A) the prefabricated units have been factory inspected, approved and duly labeled by an independent certifying agency

approved by the North Carolina Building Code Council; and
B) the work is specifically restricted to that part of the electrical installation covered under the approved independent

certifying agency’s initial label and such work is performed by the manufacturer’s bona fide employees under the onsite
direct personal supervision of the independent certifying agency’s official inspector and in cooperation with and approval
by the local governmental inspection authority.

(b) Except as specified in this Rule, this exemption from the North Carolina Electrical Contracting Licensing Act does not apply once a 
unit has been removed from the manufacturing facility and placed anywhere within the State of North Carolina, including sales lots, the 
property of purchasers and lessees, or any other place for any reason, either temporarily or permanently. 
(c) In order for a manufacturer to engage or offer to engage in the installation, alteration, maintenance or repair of any electric work, 
wiring, devices, appliances or equipment in connection with any unit, except as permitted in this Rule, the manufacturer must hold an 
active electrical contracting license issued by the Board. 
(d) Nothing in this Rule shall be construed to exempt any electrical work on any property from the North Carolina State Building Code 
requirements or from any local special construction rules or permit or inspection requirements. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43; 

Eff. October 1, 1988. 

SECTION .0400 - LICENSING REQUIREMENTS 

.0401 LICENSE APPLICANTS: REQUIREMENTS FOR EACH CLASSIFICATION 
(a) An applicant for an electrical contracting license in each of the license classifications shall: 

1) submit a completed application to the Board on a form provided by the Board for the license classification involved;
2) submit the annual license fee for the license classification involved as prescribed in Rule .0404 of this Section; and
3) furnish the name, signature and social security number of at least one person to serve as the listed qualified individual for the

applicant’s license.
(b) Corporation, Partnership or Limited Liability Company. If the license applicant is a corporation, partnership or limited liability 
company, the application shall contain the names and titles of the officers, names of the partners or names of the members of the 
limited liability company, whichever is applicable. 
(c) Intermediate and Unlimited Classifications. License applicants in the intermediate and unlimited classifications shall also furnish a 
bonding ability statement or a line of credit letter issued by a bank, savings bank, or savings and loan association pursuant to G.S. 87-
43.2(a)(4). 
(d) Special Classifications. A license applicant in the SP-EL, SP-PH, SP-WP, SP-ES or SP-SP classification must also include on the license 
application information verifying that the applicant is conducting a lawful business in the State of North Carolina in the license 
classification involved. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.2; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 

Eff. November 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1995; April 1, 1993; February 1, 1990. 

.0402 LICENSE NAME REQUIREMENTS 
(a) Issuance of License. The name in which a license is issued must be distinguishable upon the records of the Board from the name in 
which a license has already been issued. If the name requested, after deleting all spaces, punctuation marks, articles, prepositions, 
conjunctions and, whether abbreviated or not, “corporation,” “incorporated,” “company,” or “limited,” is not identical to the name in 
which a license has already been issued, it shall be distinguishable. The substitution of a numeral for a word that represents the same 
numeral shall not make the name distinguishable. 
(b) Name In Which Business Must Be Conducted. All electrical contracting business, including all business advertising and the submission 
of all documents and papers, conducted in the state of North Carolina by a licensee of the Board shall be conducted in the exact name 
in which the electrical contracting license is issued. 
(c) Notification of Address, Telephone Change and email address. All licensees shall notify the Board in writing within 30 days of any 
change in location, mailing address, telephone number or email address. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; March 1, 1999; February 1, 1996. 

.0403 SEPARATE LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
(a) A separate license certificate and license fee shall be required for each separate place of business with at least one listed qualified 
individual indicated thereon. No listed qualified individual shall be indicated on more than one license certificate at the same time 
except where a place of business has one listed qualified individual with licenses issued in different classifications. 
(b) As used in G.S. 87-43, the term “each separate place of business” means: 

1) the one place of business of a firm in the case where an electrical contracting firm conducts its business from only one place;
and 

15



2) the principal place of business and each of the other places of business of a firm in the case where an electrical contracting
firm is conducting its business from more than one place.

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43; 87-43.2; 
Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. April 1, 1993; February 1, 1990. 

.0404 ANNUAL LICENSE FEES 
(a) The annual license fees and license renewal fees for the various license classifications are as follows: 

LICENSE FEE SCHEDULE 
CLASSIFICATION 

Limited 
Intermediate 

Unlimited 
SP-SFD 

Special Restricted 

LICENSE FEE 
$ 75.00 
$115.00 
$165.00 
$ 75.00 
$ 75.00 

(b) License fees may be in the form of cash, check, money order, Visa or Mastercard made payable to the Board. Payment must 
accompany any license or license renewal application filed with the Board. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-44; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. May 1, 1998; July 1, 1989; 
Temporary Amendment Eff. June 30, 2000; 
Temporary Amended Eff. August 31, 2001; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 2008; December 4, 2002. 

.0405 LICENSE RENEWAL DUE DATE 
(a) License renewal applications and fees are due 30 days prior to the license expiration date. An administrative fee of twenty-five 
dollars ($25.00) shall be imposed upon applications received after the expiration date. Applications filed with the Board by mail shall be 
considered filed on the date such mail is postmarked. 
(b) The Board will implement a system of staggered license renewals beginning July 1, 2002. Renewal applications for the year beginning 
July 1, 2002 will be mailed in the spring of 2002. Some licenses will be renewed for a 13-month period and the fee for such licenses will 
be the license fee set forth in rule .0404 of this section together with a one-twelfth (1/12) pro rata part of the license fee. Other 
renewals will be for varying monthly terms up to twenty-three (23) months and pro rata portions of the license fee for that classification 
will be added. Beginning July 1, 2003 all licenses will be renewed for twelve (12) month periods as the renewal date is reached. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-44; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1990; 
Temporary Amended Eff. August 31, 2001; 
Amended July 18, 2002 

.0406 RENEWAL AFTER EXPIRATION OF ANNUAL LICENSE 
(a) Subject to Rule .0906 of this Subchapter, any licensee whose license has expired solely because of failure to apply for renewal may 
apply and have the license renewed without further examination, and in compliance with the provisions contained in G.S. 87-44, if the 
applicant makes application within a period of 12 months immediately following the date the license expired. 
(b) If the application is filed later than 12 months immediately following the date the license expired, the applicant may have the license 
renewed if, during the 12 month period immediately preceding the date the application is filed with the Board, the applicant’s listed 
qualified individual has engaged for at least 1,000 hours in an occupation of primary experience as defined in Rule .0202 of this 
Subchapter or completed 16 contact hours of approved continuing education. 
(c) An applicant failing to meet the requirements of Paragraphs (a) or (b) of this Rule may obtain a new license in accordance with 
Section .0200 of this Subchapter and Rule .0401 of this Section. 
(d) The provisions of Section .0600 of this Subchapter apply to applicants whose last license expired on or before June 30, 1970. History 
Note:  Authority G.S. 87-42; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. March 1, 1999; February 1, 1990. 

.0407 NUMBERING OF LICENSES 
(a) License numbers will not be related in any way to license classifications. However, each license number shall have a letter suffix 
added and shown on the license certificate to designate the classification of the license as follows: 
Limited Classification  (License No.) - L 
Intermediate Classification  (License No.) - I 
Unlimited Classification   (License No.) - U 
Single Family Detached 

Residential Dwelling 
Classification  (License No.) - SP-SFD 
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Special Restricted Classification  (License No.) - SP-With additional suffix letters denoting limitation of each such classification  
        established by the Board. 

(b) Numbers for new licenses will be assigned in numerical order following the number of the last license previously issued. 
(c) A re-classified license will carry the same number as the old license which it replaces. 
(d) The person who is the initial qualified individual listed on a given license shall become the permanent possessor of the license number 
under which that license is issued, unless such person, his legal agent, personal representative, heirs or assigns furnished to the Board 
specific written authorization to assign his number to another, who then will become the possessor of that number. Each successive 
assignee, his legal agent, personal representative, heirs or assigns shall have the right to make such assignments. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 

Eff. October 1, 1988. 

SECTION .0500 - LICENSING OPTIONS 

.0501 RECLASSIFICATION OF CURRENT LICENSE 
(a) A licensee may have the license classification lowered from unlimited to intermediate or limited, or from intermediate to limited, 
by: 

1) filing with the Board, in writing, a request for the lowering of the license classification; and
2) surrendering the current license certificate to the Board for replacement as requested.

(b) A licensee may have a license that was lowered pursuant to Paragraph (a) of this Rule raised to a classification up to and including 
that classification from which it was lowered by: 

1) filing with the Board, in writing, a request for the raising of the license classification;
2) surrendering the current license certificate to the Board for replacement as requested; and
3) paying the applicable license fee. If a change is made prior to the expiration of a current license, the fee shall be the difference

between the annual license fee for the existing license and the annual license fee for the new class license requested. If the
change is made at the expiration date, the fee shall be the annual license fee for the class license requested.

(c) A limited or intermediate licensee whose license has not been lowered pursuant to Paragraph (a) of this Rule may have the license 
classification raised to intermediate or unlimited by: 

1) submitting an application on a form furnished by the Board indicating the classification of the license desired;
2) meeting all the requirements for the classification in effect when the application is made, including taking and passing the

examination; and
3) paying the applicable license fee. If a change is made prior to the expiration of a current license, the fee shall be the difference

between the annual license fee for the existing license and the annual license fee for the new class license requested. If the
change is made at the expiration date, the fee shall be the annual license fee for the class license requested.

(d) Licenses in the single family detached residential dwelling classification and in any special restricted classification are not subject 
to reclassification. A change in these classifications can be effected only on the basis of a new application subject to all of the normal 
processing and examination requirements. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. March 1, 1999. 

.0502 LISTED QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL CHANGING FROM ONE LICENSE TO ANOTHER 
A listed qualified individual indicated on a current active license may have his name removed from that license and added to another 
current active license by submitting to the Board: 

1) his written request to remove his name from the license on which he is currently listed;
2) the license certificate on which he is currently listed;
3) a written request from the licensee on whose license the listed qualified individual is to be indicated, co-signed by the listed

qualified individual being added; and
4) the current license certificate on which the listed qualified individual is to be indicated.

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43; 
Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1990. 

.0503 LISTED QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL OBTAINING OWN LICENSE 
Any listed qualified individual on any license may have his name removed from this license and obtain his own license upon meeting any 
current licensing requirements he has not previously met and submitting to the Board: 

1) his written request to remove his name from the license on which he is currently listed;
2) the license certificate on which he is currently listed;
3) his license application on a form furnished by the Board; and
4) payment of the appropriate license fee.

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43; 
Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1990. 

.0504 QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL - LISTING OPTIONS AFTER EXPIRATION 
(a) A qualified individual who was formerly but is not now listed on any license may apply for and obtain a license upon meeting all 
current licensing requirements not previously met and by submitting to the Board: 

1) a license application on a form furnished by the Board;
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2) payment of the appropriate license fee; and
3) if more than 12 months has elapsed since the qualified individual was listed on an active license, information verifying that,

during the 12 month period immediately preceding the date the application is filed with the Board, the qualified individual has
engaged for at least 1,000 hours in an occupation of primary experience as defined in Rule .0202 of this Subchapter or completed
16 contact hours of approved continuing education.

(b) A qualified individual who was formerly but is not now listed on any license may be listed on a current active license in the same or 
a lower classification as the classification of examination passed by submitting to the Board: 

1) a written request from the licensee, co-signed by the qualified individual, requesting the Board to list the qualified individual
on the license; 

2) the licensee’s current license certificate; and
3) if more than 12 months has elapsed since the qualified individual was listed on an active license, information verifying that,

during the 12 month period immediately preceding the date the application is filed with the Board, the qualified individual has
engaged for at least 1,000 hours in an occupation of primary experience as defined in Rule .0202 of this Subchapter or completed
16 contact hours of approved continuing education.

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43; 
Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; March 1, 1999; February 1, 1990. 

.0505 QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL - INITIAL LISTING OPTIONS 
A qualified individual who has passed the qualifying examination for a license but has never obtained a license nor been a listed qualified 
individual on any license shall: 

1) be eligible to obtain a license in the same or lower classification as the classification of examination passed upon meeting all
current licensing requirements not previously met and by submitting to the Board: 
a) a license application on a form furnished by the Board;
b) payment of the appropriate license fee; and
c) if more than 12 months has elapsed since the qualified individual passed the qualifying examination for a license,

information verifying that, during the 12 month period immediately preceding the date the application is filed with the
Board, the qualified individual has engaged for at least 1,000 hours in an occupation of primary experience as defined in
Rule .0202 of this Chapter or completed 16 contact hours of approved continuing education.

2) be eligible to be included as a listed qualified individual on a current active license in the same or a lower classification as the
classification of examination passed upon submitting to the Board:
a) a written request from the licensee, co-signed by the qualified individual, requesting the Board to list the qualified

individual on the license;
b) the licensee’s current license certificate; and
c) if more than 12 months has elapsed since the individual passed the qualifying examination for a license, information

verifying that, during the 12 month period immediately preceding the date the application is filed with the Board, the
qualified individual has engaged for at least 1,000 hours in an occupation of primary experience as defined in Rule .0202
of this Chapter or completed 16 contact hours of approved continuing education.

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43; 
Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; March 1, 1999; February 1, 1990. 

SECTION .0600 - RECLASSIFICATION OF FORMER CLASS I AND CLASS II LICENSES AND QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS 

.0601 LICENSES EXPIRING AND INDIVIDUALS QUALIFIED BEFORE JULY 1, 1970 (Repealed) 

.0602 QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS LISTED PRIOR TO JULY 1, 1970 (Repealed) 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-49; 

Eff. October 1, 1988 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1996; February 1, 1990; 
Repealed Eff. July 1, 2011. 

SECTION .0700 - LICENSING RECIPROCITY 

.0701 LICENSE BY RECIPROCITY 
(a) The Board has entered into reciprocal licensing agreements with contractor licensing boards of several states whereby electrical 
contractors licensed by the other state boards may obtain a North Carolina electrical contracting license without written examinations 
provided: 

1) the applicant furnishes to the Board a written statement from the state licensing board certifying that the applicant holds a
current electrical contracting license issued by that board; 

2) the proposed qualified individual for the applicant is the same individual who is duly qualified for the license currently issued
to the applicant by the state licensing board; 

3) the applicant files an application on a form provided by the Board requesting a license under the licensing reciprocity agreement
currently in effect between the Board and the applicant’s state licensing board;  
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4) except for the written examination requirement, the applicant furnishes to the Board information satisfactorily verifying to the
Board that he meets all of the requirements in Sections .0200, .0300 and .0400 of this Subchapter applicable to the specific
license classification requested;

5) the applicant pays to the Board the annual license fee as required in Rule .0404 of this Subchapter for the specific license
classification; and

6) the license classification for which application is made is a classification for which the license from the other state is treated
as equivalent under the agreement with that state.

(b) The expiration date for each license issued under a reciprocal agreement shall be as prescribed in G.S. 87-44. 
(c) The renewal application due date and late filing penalty for a license issued under a reciprocal agreement shall be as prescribed in 
Rule .0405 of this Subchapter. 
(d) Copies of all reciprocity agreements and applications are available from the Board. 
(e) In the absence of a current reciprocity agreement in force between the contractor licensing board of a particular state and this 
Board, there is no waiver of examination. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-50; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. March 1, 1999; June 1, 1993; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; April 15, 2003. 

STATE RECIPROCAL AGREEMENTS IN EFFECT AS OF APRIL 2010 
Alabama 
Florida 
Georgia 

Louisiana 
Mississippi 

Ohio 
South Carolina 

Virginia 
West Virginia 

SECTION .0800 - SPECIAL RESTRICTED LICENSES 

.0801 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
(a) Types. A special restricted electrical contracting license classification is a classification established pursuant to G.S. 87-43.3 or by 
G.S. 87-43.4. Its purpose is to license persons, partnerships, firms, or corporations to engage or offer to engage in only a limited phase 
of electrical contracting work. Each special restricted license classification is separate from all other special restricted and regular 
license classifications. The General Assembly created the special restricted single family dwelling electrical contracting license in G.S. 
87-43.4. Pursuant to G.S. 87-43.3, the Board has established the following special restricted electrical contracting licenses: 

1) fire alarm/low voltage wiring license (FA/LV);
2) elevator license (SP-EL);
3) plumbing, heating, and air conditioning license (SP-PH);
4) groundwater pump license (SP-WP);
5) electric sign license (SP-ES); and
6) swimming pool license (SP-SP).

(b) Limited Scope. A special restricted contracting license does not authorize the licensee to engage or offer to engage in the business 
of electrical contracting in general. It authorizes the licensee to engage or offer to engage only in the limited phase of electrical 
contracting described in the Rule in this Section that specifies the scope of the applicable special restricted license. 
(c) No Project Value Limit. The limitations concerning the dollar value of projects that may be undertaken by a limited or an intermediate 
licensee do not apply to special restricted licensees. Thus, the holder of a special restricted license may engage or offer to engage in 
any project authorized by the license regardless of the dollar value of the project. 
(d) Effect of Regular License. A licensee in the regular license classifications, whether limited, intermediate or unlimited, is qualified 
to engage or offer to engage in any activity authorized by a special restricted license, subject to the project value limitations contained 
in G.S. 87-43.3, and does not have to obtain a special restricted license. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 2010; February 1, 1995; February 1, 1990. 

.0802 ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL RESTRICTED CLASSIFICATION 
(a) The Board shall establish a special restricted license classification pursuant to G.S. 87-43.3 when it finds that: 

1) the licensees who hold regular electrical contracting licenses are not meeting the need for the proposed electrical work to be
authorized by the special restricted license; and 

2) establishing the special restricted license classification serves the public interest.
(b) The Board shall establish special restricted license classifications by rule-making conducted pursuant to the requirements of G.S. 
150B, Article 2A. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. May 1, 1998. 
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.0803 SCOPE OF SP-SFD LICENSE 
(a) The following definitions apply in determination of the scope of work available to the holder of a SP-SFD license: 

1) “Ancillary” with reference to the scope of a single family residential dwelling is an appurtenance or an out-building or similar
structure associated with the single family dwelling such as a detached residential garage or carport, a farm or household
equipment storage shed, a barn, a pump house, an electric fence, or yard lighting.

2) “Habitation” means the occupancy of dwelling primarily or exclusively for residential purposes and includes the incidental use
of the dwelling or its ancillaries for a business, commercial, or professional activity, such as providing hair dressing, medical,
legal, consulting, or tax services, if:
A) the activity is incidental to the primary use of the dwelling as a residence;
B) no stock-in-trade is either displayed or sold on the premises; and
C) the full-time or part-time services of no more than one person who does not live at the dwelling are used in the activity.

3) A “single family residential dwelling” is a building or a manufactured home that is designed and used only for habitation by one
family and is not physically attached to any other building or structure. Cabanas, porches, room additions, and ancillary
structures are considered part of a single family dwelling if they are designed for and used only for residential purposes by the
occupants of the dwelling.

(b) A special restricted single family residential dwelling electrical contracting license (SP-SFD) authorizes the licensee to install, 
maintain, or repair only electrical wiring and devices that are in or on a single family residential dwelling or are ancillary to a single 
family residential dwelling. Electrical work within the scope of another special restricted license can be performed by a SP-SFD licensee 
without obtaining the other special restricted license as long as it is in or on a single family residential dwelling or is ancillary to a single 
family residential dwelling. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.4; 

Eff. October 1, 1988 Amended Eff. July 1, 2011. 

.0804 SCOPE OF SP-FA/LV LICENSE 
(a) Definition. As used in this Chapter, fire alarm, burglar alarm and low voltage wiring systems are defined as: 

1) wiring systems of 50 volts or less and control circuits directly associated therewith;
2) wiring systems that have a voltage in excess of 50 volts and consist solely of power limited circuits meeting the definition of a

Class II or Class III wiring system in the National Electrical Code; or paging systems not in excess of 70 volts.
3) line voltage wiring that has a voltage not in excess of 300 volts to ground and is installed from the load-side terminals of a

disconnecting means or from a junction box, either of which has been installed by others, for the specific purpose of supplying
the low voltage wiring system involved. Some low voltage wiring systems that meet this definition are exempt under Rule .0805;

4) interconnected components wired to a common control panel either as a stand alone fire alarm system or as part of a
combination burglar/fire system to monitor and annunciate the status of evidence of flame, heat, smoke or water flow within
a building or structure in accordance with the requirements of the N. C. State Building Code and NFPA 72; or

5) alarm systems or devices used to detect burglary or theft as defined in G. S. 74D-2(a).
(b) Scope. A special restricted fire alarm/low voltage electrical contracting license authorizes the licensee to install, maintain, or repair 
only low voltage wiring and directly related wiring. Wiring is directed related if it: 

1) originates at the load-side terminals of a disconnecting means or junction box that:
A) has been installed, complete with line-side connections, by others for the purpose of supplying the low voltage wiring

system involved; and
B) is permanently and legibly marked to identify the low voltage wiring system supplied; and

2) is not installed in a location considered as hazardous under the National Electrical Code.
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; January 1, 2010. 

.0805 EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN LOW VOLTAGE WIRING SYSTEMS 
(a) Exemption. Except a fire alarm, burglar alarm, or low voltage wiring system as defined in Rule .0804, the installation, maintenance, 
or repair of low voltage wiring systems may be performed by those not licensed by the Board if all of the following conditions are met: 

1) the system is not required by the N.C. State Building Code;
2) the low voltage control circuit and power supply is a Class II or Class III system as defined in the National Electrical Code other

than that described in Rule .0804;
3) the system operates at a voltage not in excess of 50 volts or meets the provisions for sound-recording and similar equipment in

the National Electrical Code;
4) no part of the system is installed in an area considered as hazardous under the National Electrical Code;
5) the system is current limited or protected by a circuit breaker, fuse, or other current limiting device; and
6) a failure in the system would not, in the opinion of the electrical inspector having jurisdiction, create a shock or fire hazard to

persons or property.
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 2010. 

.0806 SCOPE OF SP-EL LICENSE 
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A special restricted elevator electrical contracting license (SP-EL) authorizes the licensee to install, maintain, or repair electrical wiring 
only as an incident to the licensee’s elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, moving walk, or personnel hoist business. Furthermore, the 
license authorizes the licensee to install, maintain, or repair only electric wiring that: 

1) is an integral part of an elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, moving walk, or personnel hoist;
2) is electrically isolated from the building wiring by a safety switch or circuit breaker, that has been installed, complete with

line-side connections, by others; and
3) originates at the load-side terminals of the protective isolating device, referred to as “beyond the disconnection means.”

History Note: Authority G. S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 
Eff. October 1, 1988. 

.0807 SCOPE OF SP-PH LICENSE 
A special restricting plumbing, heating, and air conditioning electrical contracting license (SP-PH) authorizes the licensee to install, 
maintain, or repair electric wiring or devices only as an incident to the licensee’s plumbing, heating, or air conditioning business. 
Furthermore, the license authorizes the licensee to install, maintain, or repair only wiring that is directly related to plumbing, heating, 
or air conditioning equipment and that: 

1) is restricted to circuits or parts of circuits that operate at voltages not exceeding 600 volts, phase-to-phase;
2) is electrically isolated from the building wiring system by an overcurrent protective isolating device, such as a fused switch or

circuit breaker, that:
A) has been installed, complete with line-side connections, by others;
B) is permanently and legibly marked to identify the equipment served by the device; and
C) is located within an enclosure intended solely for, and limited to, serving the specific plumbing, heating, or air conditioning

equipment involved, or is located within a panelboard that serves the building wiring system and is likewise permanently
and legibly marked to identify the equipment served by the device, provided wiring is installed by others from the load-
side terminals of the device to a junction box, auxiliary gutter, or similar disconnecting means located outside the
panelboard, but in sight of and within 50 feet of, the plumbing, heating, or air conditioning equipment served;

3) originates at the load-side terminals of the protective isolating device;
4) except for control wiring, is physically adjacent to the plumbing, heating, or air conditioning equipment from the equipment.

Control wiring that receives its control power from the plumbing, heating, or air conditioning equipment involved may extend
beyond these limits if the control voltage does not exceed 120 volts to ground and the wiring is protected from overcurrent;
and

5) is not installed in a location considered as hazardous under the National Electrical Code.
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 

Eff. October 1, 1988. 

.0808 SCOPE OF SP-WP LICENSE 
A special restricted groundwater pump electrical contracting license (SP-WP) authorizes the licensee to install, maintain, or repair 
electric wiring only as an incident to the licensee’s groundwater pump business. Furthermore, the license authorizes the licensee to 
install, maintain, or repair only wiring that is directly related to a groundwater pump and that: 

1) is restricted to circuits or parts of circuits that operate at voltages not exceeding 600 volts, phase-to-phase;
2) is electrically isolated from the building wiring system by an overcurrent protective isolating device that:

A) has been installed, complete with line-side connections, by others;
B) is permanently and legibly marked to identify the equipment served by the device; and
C) is located adjacent to the controller for the specific groundwater pump equipment involved and within an enclosure

intended solely for, and limited to, serving that equipment;
3) originates at the load-side terminals of the protective isolating device; and
4) is not installed in a location considered as hazardous under the National Electrical Code.

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 
Eff. October 1, 1988. 

.0809 SCOPE OF SP-ES LICENSE 
(a) Definitions. As used in this Rule: 

1) “Electric sign” means fixed, stationary, or portable self-contained, electrically illuminated utilization equipment that has words
or symbols designed to convey information or attract attention. The term includes outline lighting. 

2) “Outline lighting” means an arrangement of incandescent lamps or electric discharge tubing that outlines or otherwise calls
attention to certain features, such as the shape of a building or the decoration of a window. 

(b) Scope of License. A special restricted electric sign electrical contracting license (SP-ES) authorizes the licensee to install, maintain, 
or repair electric wiring or devices only as an incident to the licensee’s electric sign business. Furthermore, the license authorizes the 
licensee to install, maintain, or repair only wiring that is directly related to electric signs and is electrically isolated from the building 
wiring system. Wiring that is directly related differs depending on the type sign involved: 

1) Except for electric signs described in Paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) of this Rule, related wiring is the portion of the electric sign
wiring that originates at the load-side terminals of a disconnecting means located immediately adjacent to the electric sign 
involved, or originates within a junction box so located. Related wiring does not include the installation of the disconnecting 
means, complete with line-side connections, or the installation of the junction box, complete with freelength circuit conductors 
to accommodate the connection of the related wiring in the box. 

2) For electric sign installations having sign transformers installed physically apart from the sign, related wiring is the portion of
the electric sign wiring that originates at the load-side terminals of a disconnecting means located immediately adjacent to the 
sign transformer supplying the electric sign involved, or originates within a junction box so located. Related wiring does not 
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include the installation of the disconnecting means, complete with line-side connections, or the installation of the junction 
box, complete with free-length circuit conductors to accommodate the connection of the related wiring in the box. 

3) For free-standing electric sign installations supplied through underground circuit conductors, related wiring is the portion of
the electric sign wiring that originates at a wiring termination point located at, within, or immediately above the permanent 
base for the sign structure. Related wiring does not include the installation of: 
A) a junction box, located at, within or immediately above the permanent base for the sign, complete with free-length circuit

conductors to accommodate the connection of the related wiring; or 
B) if the base of the structure is suitable for use as a raceway, the installation of bushing, complete with free-length circuit

conductors extending through to accommodate the connection of the related wiring within the sign structure raceway. 
4) For electric signs specifically designed to be connected directly to the building wiring raceway or cable supply, related wiring

is the portion of the electric sign wiring that originates at the point where the free-length circuit conductors extend through 
the building wiring raceway or cable at the specifically designed supply location for the electric sign involved. Related wiring 
does not include the installation of the building wiring raceway or cable system to the specifically designated point of supply 
for the electric sign involved, complete with free-length circuit conductors extending through the building wiring raceway or 
cable to accommodate the connection of the related wiring. 

5) Except for the related wiring on the secondary side of sign transformers, related wiring is restricted to circuits or parts of
circuits that operate at voltages not exceeding 600 volts, phase-to-phase. 

6) No related wiring, or any part thereof, may be installed in a location considered as hazardous under the National Electrical
Code. 

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 
Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1990. 

.0810 SCOPE OF SP-SP LICENSE 
A special restricted swimming pool electrical contracting license (SP-SP) authorizes the licensee to install, maintain, or repair swimming 
pool bonding work only as an incident to the licensee’s business of installing, maintaining, or repairing swimming pools. Furthermore, 
the license authorizes the licensee to perform only the: 

1) Bonding together of all of the following metal parts on or near a swimming pool installation:
A) all metal parts of the pool structure, including the reinforcing metal of the pool shell, coping stones, and deck;
B) all forming shells;
C) all metal fittings within or attached to the pool structure; and
D) all metal conduit, metal piping, fixed metal parts.

2) Installation of a common bonding grid, bonding together all parts listed in Subdivision (1);
3) Installation of the forming shells for lighting fixtures and underwater audio equipment;
4) Installation of the conduits extending from the lighting fixture and audio equipment forming shells to deck or junction boxes

and the installation of the deck or junction boxes;
5) Installation of the lighting fixtures and audio equipment in their respective forming shells from the forming shells to the deck

or junction boxes, leaving appropriate leads in the deck or junction boxes to which the circuit conductors can be connected by
others; and

6) Installation of a bonding conductor from the point of its connection to the common bonding grid to a readily accessible point
at the circulating pump location.

History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 
Eff. October 1, 1988 

SECTION .0900 - VIOLATIONS AND CONTESTED CASE HEARINGS 

.0901 APPLICANTS CONVICTED OF CRIMES 
The Board shall not consider the examination application of a person who has been convicted of a crime involving fraud or moral turpitude 
until at least one year has elapsed following the applicant’s completion of the terms and conditions of any punishment for the conviction, 
except for unsupervised probation. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43.3; 87-43.4; 87-47(a1)(4); 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 2010; April 1, 1995; February 1, 1990. 

.0902 CHARGES AND PRELIMINARY PROCEDURES 
(a) The authority given to the Board’s executive director in this Rule shall include the executive director’s authority to delegate to other 
members of the Board’s staff. 
(b) Charges filed pursuant to G.S. 87-47(a4) shall be handled according to the progressive steps set out in Paragraphs (c) through (f ) of 
this Rule. 
(c) A charge shall be handled initially by the executive director. The executive director may recommend to the Board that the charge 
be dismissed as unfounded or trivial, without a hearing. Unless so recommended, the executive director shall: 

1. issue and cause to be served on the accused a written notice of violation, including a proposed sanction pursuant to G.S. 87-
47(a2) or civil penalty pursuant to G.S. 87-47(a3), or both, or 

2. give the accused written notice of the charge, including a request that the accused respond to it in writing within 20 days.
(d) The executive director may, upon receipt and evaluation of the response, recommend to the Board that the charge be dismissed as 
unfounded or trivial, without a hearing, or the executive director may issue and cause to be served on the accused a written notice of 
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violation, including a proposed sanction pursuant to G.S. 87-47(a2) or civil penalty pursuant to G.S. 87-47(a3), or both, or may turn the 
matter over to the Board’s Disciplinary Review Committee. 
(e) The Disciplinary Review Committee will review regularly the actions of staff, and as to any particular matter, may take the actions 
outlined in paragraph (c) of this Rule or may schedule a conference before the Committee with the accused. If a conference is held, the 
Committee shall issue its findings in the form of a Recommended Order, that shall be provided to the accused and proposed for adoption 
by the full board as a Final Order in the absence of objection by the accused in 20 days. 
(f ) The Board shall review the report and recommendations of the Disciplinary Review Committee and as to any matter may, without a 
hearing, dismiss the charge as unfounded or trivial, adopt the unopposed recommendations of the Committee, schedule a hearing on 
matters not resolved, or set an administrative hearing on the charge, notice of which may include a statement that the Board shall 
accept an offer in compromise pursuant to G.S. 87-47(e). 
(g) Before an administrative hearing is held, the Board may direct the disciplinary review committee to meet with the accused and the 
complainant in a final effort to effect a settlement. 
(h) Each notice of violation or Recommended Order shall include a statement of the right to request a hearing, pursuant to G.S. 87-
47(a4). 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-47; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1996; February 1, 1990; 
Amended Eff.April 15, 2003. 

.0903 PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-47; 150B, Article 3A; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1990; 
Repealed Eff. February 1, 1996. 

.0904 ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING PROCEDURES 
The rules establishing procedures for contested cases adopted by the Office of Administrative Hearings as contained in Title 26, Chapter 
3 of the North Carolina Administrative Code are hereby incorporated by reference, including subsequent amendments and editions, for 
contested cases for which the Board has authority to adopt rules under G.S. 150B-38(h). Provided, however, that if the case is conducted 
under G.S. 150B-40(b), the presiding officer shall have the powers and duties given to the Chief Administrative Law Judge or the presiding 
administrative law judge in Title 26, Chapter 3 of the North Carolina Administrative Code and that 26 NCAC 3 .0101(2), .0102(a)(2), 
.0103, .0126 and .0128 shall not apply. Copies of Title 26, Chapter 3 of the North Carolina Administrative Code are on file in the Board’s 
office and may be obtained therefrom at the Board’s actual cost of copying and mailing. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-47; 150B-21.6; 150B-38(h); 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. May 1, 1998. 

.0905 J UDICIAL REVIEW 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-47; 150B-43; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1990; 
Repealed Eff. February 1, 1996. 

.0906 LICENSE INELIGIBILITY AFTER VIOLATION 
(a) Non-licensee. Any person, partnership, firm or corporation not duly licensed by the Board and found to be engaging or offering to 
engage in a given electrical contracting project in North Carolina shall be subject to the provisions of G.S. 87-48. Furthermore, such 
person, partnership, firm or corporation shall not be eligible for a qualifying examination or to obtain a license until the Board has found 
that any commitment to the project involving the person, partnership, firm or corporation has been voided and that the project, if 
continued, has been awarded to a person, partnership, firm or corporation duly licensed by the Board to engage or offer to engage in 
the project. 
(b) Licensee. Any licensee of the Board found to be engaging or offering to engage in a given electrical contracting project in North 
Carolina exceeding the project limitations or scope of the licensee’s current license shall be subject to the provisions of G.S. 87-47 and 
87-48. Furthermore, the licensee shall not be eligible to upgrade its license to a higher or general classification, or for a qualifying 
examination therefor, until the Board has found that any commitment to the project involving the licensee has been voided and that 
the project, if continued, has been awarded to a person, partnership, firm or corporation duly licensed by the Board to engage or offer 
to engage in the project. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-43; 87-47; 87-48; 

Eff. October 1, 1988; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 1990. 

.0907 RESPONSIBILITY OF LICENSEES AND QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS 
(a) “Gross negligence” within the meaning of G.S. 87-47 means such lack of due care as evidences reckless disregard of human life or 
the safety of the person exposed to its dangerous effects, or creating a clear and present danger of personal injury, illness or property 
damage, or that entire want of care as would raise the presumption of a conscious indifference to the rights of others, which is equivalent 
to an intentional violation of the law. 
(b) “Gross incompetence” refers to such lack of knowledge, supervision or technical competence as to correspond or create risk similar 
to the consequences of gross negligence. 
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(c) “Supervision” within the meaning of G.S. 87-43 refers to that degree of attendance, participation and oversight which is necessary 
and sufficient to ensure that the project is carried out in a workmanlike manner, with the requisite skill and that the installation is made 
properly, safely and in accordance with applicable codes and rules. Supervision means active onsite review of the work by a qualified 
individual while the work is in progress. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-50; 

Eff. April 15, 2003. 

.0908 MALPRACTICE 
(a) The provisions of the North Carolina Building Code, including the provisions of the National Electrical Code as modified and adopted 
by the Building Code Council of North Carolina from time to time, is a minimum standard of competence applicable to contractors 
licensed by the Board. Malpractice consists in failure to design and install systems that meet or exceed the minimum standards of the 
North Carolina State Building Code, Manufacturer’s specifications and installation instructions and standards prevailing in the industry. 
(b) Malpractice may consist in lack of knowledge of Code, Manufacturer’s specifications and industry standards, in a failure to apply such 
technical knowledge, in undertaking a project that is not planned and supervised, or in undertaking a project that the licensee may not 
reasonably expect to complete timely and in accordance with codes, specifications, and industry standards. 
(c) Where work is carried out by employees of the licensee, failure to provide supervision of such employees, whether by consistent 
absence from the workplace or jobsite, or as demonstrated by the failure of the work to comply with this rule, also constitutes 
malpractice on the part of the licensee. 
(d) Where more than one qualified individual, as defined in G.S.87-41.1(1) is employed at a firm, each such person is responsible for the 
work of the firm. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-47; 87-50; 

Eff. April 15, 2003. 

.0909 MALPRACTICE FURTHER DEFINED 
(a) A licensee of the Board shall ensure that a permit is obtained from the local Code Enforcement official before commencing any work 
for which a license is required by the Board and ensure that a request for final inspection is made by him, the general contractor or the 
owner within 10 days of completion of the work for which a license is required, absent agreement with both the owner and the local 
Code Enforcement official. Absent agreement with the local Code Enforcement official, the licensee is not relieved by the Board of 
responsibility to arrange inspection until a certificate of compliance or the equivalent is obtained from the local Code Enforcement 
official or the licensee has clear and convincing evidence of his effort to obtain same. 
(b) A licensed contractor shall not allow a permit to be obtained or his license number to appear upon a permit except for which which 
he or his employees perform, over which he will provide general supervision until the completion of the work, for which he holds an 
executed contract with the licensed general contractor or property owner and for which he receives all contractual payments.  
(c) The failure of a licensee or qualified individual to comply with the permit and inspection obligations outlined in this rule is considered 
by the Board as evidence of malpractice, gross incompetence or gross misconduct, in the use of license or qualification from the Board. 
History Note: Authority g.S. 87-42; 87-47; 153A-357; 160A-417; 

Eff. July 1, 2011. 

SECTION .1000 – DESCRIPTION OF FORMS, CERTIFICATES AND PUBLICATIONS 
 (Repealed Effective March 1, 1999) 

SECTION .1100 - CONTINUING EDUCATION 

.1101 CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS: LISTED QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS 
(a) Every listed qualified individual, including listed qualified individuals pursuant to G.S. 87-50, shall complete continuing education 
for each license period (July 1 - June 30) to renew the license on which the qualified individual is currently listed, for the next license 
period, except as follows: 

1. individuals becoming qualified by examination during the 12 month period immediately preceding the license renewal date;
2. qualified individuals unable to fulfill the required number of hours as the result of illness as certified in writing by the attending

physician; or
3. persons presenting approved courses of continuing education.

(b) The number of required contact hours for every listed qualified individual shall be determined by the classification of license on 
which the qualified individual is currently listed as follows: 

1. qualified individuals currently listed on a license in the limited, intermediate, unlimited and special restricted single family
dwelling classifications shall complete at least eight hours of approved continuing education for license renewal; and 

2. qualified individuals currently listed on a license in the special restricted fire alarm/low voltage (FALV), special restricted
elevator (SP-EL), special restricted plumbing and heating (SP-PH), special restricted ground water pump (SP‑WP), special 
restricted electric sign (SP-ES) and special restricted swimming pool (SP-SP) classifications shall complete at least four hours of 
approved continuing education for license renewal. 

(c) The Board, pursuant to Rules .1102 and .1103 of the Section, approves courses. Because of differences in the electrical contracting 
industry and individual needs of listed qualified individuals, each qualified individual must exercise judgment in selecting courses for 
which continuing education is claimed and in choosing only those courses that will advance the individual’s knowledge. 
(d) Course sponsors may be colleges or universities, community colleges, trade associations, providers of self-study programs, employers, 
third party professional examination companies, private instructors and the like. 
(e) North Carolina listed qualified individuals residing within the state must obtain the required continuing education hours by taking a 
course provided by an approved sponsor. 
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(f ) North Carolina listed qualified individuals residing outside of North Carolina, including listed qualified individuals pursuant to G.S. 
87-50, may obtain credit for courses offered in North Carolina. They may also obtain credit for courses offered in their state, province 
or country of residence provided the Board subsequently approves the courses taken, pursuant to Rule .1102(b) of this Section. 
(g) Effective for renewals on or after July 1, 2008, all persons seeking to renew qualification must demonstrate that a minimum of one-
half the continuing education hours for each annual license period were obtained by in-person classroom or seminar attendance. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-44.1; 

Eff. October 1, 1990; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 2010; January 1, 2006; March 1, 1990. 

.1102 MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR COURSE SPONSOR APPROVAL 
(a) Each course sponsor shall submit an application for continuing education course sponsor approval to the Board on a form provided by 
the Board by March 1 of the year prior to the license period (July 1 - June 30) in which the course will be offered. The application shall 
include: 

1. the name of the sponsor;
2. sponsor contact person, address, telephone number and email address;
3. course title and outline;
4. course contact hours;
5. schedule of courses, if established, including dates, time and locations;
6. course fee; and
7. names and credentials of each instructor.

(b) To qualify as an approved continuing education course sponsor: 
1. all courses offered by the sponsor shall last no fewer than the minimum number of contact hours required for the license

classification pursuant to Rule .1101(b) of this Section; and 
2. all courses offered by the sponsor shall cover articles of the current National Electrical Code, NFPA 72 and reference materials

for Fire Alarm Systems; G.S. 87, Article 4; 21 NCAC 18B; or other subject matter satisfying the requirements in G.S. 87-44.1 as 
approved by the Board. 

(c) The course sponsor or instructor shall provide the Board with a certified class roster of all attending qualified individuals within 
10 days after the completion of each course. 
(d) The course sponsor or instructor shall provide each attending qualified individual with a certificate of completion within 10 days 
after completion of each course. 
(e) The Board shall approve or deny applications at its regular scheduled meetings. 
(f ) Upon approval of the application, each approved sponsor shall agree to conduct courses in accordance with this Section and the 
applicant shall indicate its agreement by signing a continuing education sponsor agreement form provided by the Board. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-44.1; 

Eff. October 1, 1990; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; January 1, 2010; January 1, 2006; March 1, 1999. 

.1103 MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR COURSE INSTRUCTOR APPROVAL 
(a) Each course instructor shall submit an application for continuing education course instructor approval to the Board on a form provided 
by the Board by March 1 of the year prior to the fiscal year (July 1 - June 30) in which the course will be offered. The application shall 
include but is not limited to: 

1. The name of the instructor;
2. Instructor’s address, telephone number and email address;
3. The name of the course sponsor;
4. Course title;
5. Course contact hours; and
6. Qualifications of instructor.

(b) The Board shall approve courses when: 
1. The proposed course outline demonstrates content related to the technical, practical and business aspects of electrical

contracting so as to have educational value consistent with the number of hours credit sought and the class is to be offered at 
a location conducive to learning; and 

2. The course is to be taught by qualified individuals as defined in G.S. 87-41.1, by persons who have demonstrated subject matter
knowledge on a test administered by the Board, by persons holding qualifications as a code enforcement official issued by the 
Code Official Qualification Board or by persons who otherwise establish knowledge of the material in the course outline. 

(c) The Board may deny an application for course approval if it finds that the sponsor or proposed instructor has previously failed to 
comply with the terms of any agreement as provided in Paragraph (g) of this Rule or the rules of the Board. 
(d) The application for course approval shall be submitted together with the application for continuing education course sponsor approval 
as prescribed in Rule .1102 of this Section. 
(e) The Board shall approve or deny applications at a regular meeting. 
(f ) Appeals from denials shall be heard by the Board at the next scheduled meeting of the Board. 

(g) Upon approval of a course, sponsor and the instructor teaching the approved course shall agree to conduct courses in accordance 
with this Section and the information represented on the application, and shall indicate his agreement by signing a continuing education 
agreement form provided by the Board. 
History Note: Statutory Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-44.1; 

Eff. October 1, 1990; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 2011; January 1, 2006; April 1, 1993. 
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.1104 CONTACT HOURS 
(a) Approved courses must be offered for no fewer than two contact hours. 
(b) Credit shall be granted to the qualified individual only upon completion of an entire course. 
(c) When a qualified individual has completed more than the required number of hours of continuing education in any one license period, 
the extra hours shall be carried forward in multiples as specified in Paragraph (a) of this Rule and treated as hours earned in the following 
one or two additional license periods. 
(d) No credit shall be granted for courses attended prior to being qualified by examination. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-44.1; 

Eff. October 1, 1990; 
Amended Eff. February 1, 2006; March 1, 1999. 

.1105 COMPUTATION OF CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS 
(a) Group Courses: Non-college. Continuing education credit for a group course that is not part of a college curriculum is given based on 
contact hours. A contact hour is 50 minutes of instruction. Credit is granted only for full contact hours.  
(b) College Courses. Continuing education credit for a college course in the college curriculum is given based on college credit hours. 
One semester hour of college credit is 16 contact hours; and one continuing education unit is 10 contact hours. 
(c) Self-Study Courses. Continuing education credit for a self-study course is given based on the average number of contact hours needed 
to complete the course. The course shall include a study text and a written examination having a minimum of 25 questions for each two 
contact hours course credit and a minimum passing grade of 70. A sponsor must determine the average number of contact hours it takes 
to complete the self-study course and submit this information with its application for continuing education course sponsor approval. 
(d) Examination. Continuing education credit for an examination is given based on the type of examination, number of questions, number 
of hours permitted to take the examination, and passing grade. The examination shall include a minimum of 25 questions for each two 
contact hours course credit and a minimum passing grade of 70. A sponsor must set the number of hours permitted to take the 
examination and submit this information with its application for continuing education course sponsor approval. 
(e) Totaling Annual Hours. No credit shall be allowed for a course having fewer than two contact hours required for the license 
classification pursuant to Rule .1101(b) of this Section. Credit hours for more than one year are subject to the provisions of Rule 
.1104(c) of this Section. 
History Note: Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-44.1; 

Eff. October 1, 1990; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 2006; March 1, 1999. 

.1106 LIST OF APPROVED COURSE SPONSORS AND INSTRUCTORS 
In July of each year the Board shall post a link to the Board website that shall include: 

1. All approved course sponsors and instructors for that fiscal year; and
2. Contact information for all approved course sponsors and instructors.

History Note: Statutory Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-44.1; 
Eff. October 1, 1990; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 2006. 

.1107 ADVERTISEMENTS BY APPROVED COURSE SPONSORS AND INSTRUCTORS 
Approved course sponsors and instructors who state in their advertisements, brochures or other course descriptions that a particular 
course meets the requirement of the North Carolina State Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors for continuing education shall so 
state exactly as follows: 

This course, when offered during fiscal year _____, meets the requirements of the North Carolina State Board of Examiners of 
Electrical Contractors for ____ contact hours of continuing education credit. This course is not sponsored by the Board. 

History Note: Statutory Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-44.1; 
Eff. October 1, 1990. 

.1108 REVOCATION OF COURSE SPONSOR OR INSTRUCTOR APPROVAL 
(a) The Board may revoke, suspend or terminate the agreement with any approved continuing education course sponsor and/or instructor 
if the Board determines that either has failed to comply with the terms of the agreement or the Rules of the Board. 
(b) The Board shall have the authority to monitor courses to determine whether the course sponsor and instructor are complying with 
the terms of the agreement and the rules of the Board. 
History Note: Statutory Authority G.S. 87-42; 87-44.1; 

Eff. October 1, 1990. 
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OTHER CONTRACTOR RELATED LAWS 
CHAPTER 66-ARTICLE 4. 

Electrical Materials, Devices, Appliances and Equipment. 

66-23. Sale of electrical goods regulated. 
66-24. Identification marks required. 
66-25. Acceptable listings as to safety of goods. 
66-26. Legal responsibility of proper installations unaffected. 
66-27. Violation made misdemeanor. 
66-27.01. Enforcement. 

66-23. Sale of electrical goods regulated. - Every person, firm or corporation before selling, offering for sale, assigning, or disposing 
of by gift, as premiums or in any similar manner any electrical material, devices, appliances or equipment shall first determine if such 
electrical materials, devices, appliances and equipment comply with the provision of this Article. (1933, c. 555, s. 1; 1989, c. 681, s. 1.) 
66-24. Identification marks required. - All electrical materials, devices, appliances and equipment shall have the maker’s name, 
trademark, or other identification symbol placed thereon, together with such other markings giving voltage, current, wattage, or other 
appropriate ratings as may be necessary to determine the character of the material, device, appliance or equipment and the use for 
which it is intended; and it shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to remove, alter, change or deface the maker’s name, 
trademark or other identification symbol. (1933, c. 555, s. 2; 1989, c. 681, s. 1.) 

66-25. Acceptable listings as to safety of goods. – 
(a)  All electrical materials, devices, appliances, and equipment shall be evaluated for safety and suitability for intended use. 

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, this evaluation shall be conducted in accordance with nationally recognized 
standards and shall be conducted by a qualified testing laboratory. The Commissioner of Insurance, through the Engineering 
Division of the Department of Insurance, shall implement the procedures necessary to approve suitable national standards and 
to approve suitable qualified testing laboratories. The Commissioner may assign his authority to implement the procedures for 
specific materials, devices, appliances, or equipment to other agencies or bodies when they would be uniquely qualified to 
implement those procedures.  

In the event that the Commissioner determines that electrical materials, devices, appliances, or equipment in question cannot 
be adequately evaluated through the use of approved national standards or by approved qualified testing laboratories, the 
Engineering Division of the Department of Insurance shall specify any alternative evaluations which safety requires. 

The Engineering Division of the Department of Insurance shall keep in file, where practical, copies of all approved national 
standards and resumes of approved qualified testing laboratories. 

(b) Electrical devices, appliances, or equipment used by the Division of Adult Correction of the Department of Public Safety shall 
be evaluated for safety and suitability by the Central Engineering Section of the Department of Public Safety. The evaluation 
shall be conducted in accordance with nationally recognized standards.  (1933, c. 555, s. 3; 1989, c. 681, s. 1; 2013-289, s.11.) 

66-26. Legal responsibility of proper installations unaffected. - This Article shall not be construed to relieve from or to lessen the 
responsibility or liability of any party owning, operating, controlling or installing any electrical materials, devices, appliances or 
equipment for damages to persons or property caused by any defect therein, nor shall the electrical inspector, the Commissioner, or 
agents of the Commissioner be held as assuming any such liability by reason of the approval of any material, device, appliance or 
equipment authorized herein. (1933, c. 555, s. 4; 1989, c. 681, s. 1.) 

66-27. Violation made misdemeanor. - Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any of the provisions of this Article shall be 
guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. (1933, c. 555, s. 5; 1989, c. 681, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 509; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).) 

66-27.01. Enforcement. - The Commissioner or his designee or the electrical inspector of any State or local governing agency may 
initiate any appropriate action or proceedings to prevent, restrain, or correct any violation of this Article. The Commissioner or his 
designee, upon showing proper credentials and in discharge of his duties pursuant to this Article may, at reasonable times and without 
advance notice, enter and inspect any facility within the State in which there is reasonable cause to suspect that electrical materials, 
devices, appliances, or equipment not in conformance with the requirements of this Article are being sold, offered for sale, assigned, 
or disposed of by gift, as premiums, or in any other similar manner. (1989, c. 681, s. 1.; 1997-456, s. 27.) 
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CHAPTER 153A-PART 4 
Building Inspection (Counties). 

153A-350. “Building” defined. 
153A-350.1. Tribal lands 
153A-351. Inspection department; certification of electrical inspectors. 
153A-351.1. Qualifications of inspectors. 
153A-352. Duties and responsibilities. 
153A-353. Joint inspection department; other arrangements. 
153A-354. Financial support. 
153A-355. Conflicts of interest. 
153A-356. Failure to perform duties. 
153A-357. Permits. 
153A-358. Time limitations on validity of permits. 
153A-359. Changes in work. 
153A-360. Inspections of work in progress. 
153A-361. Stop orders. 
153A-362. Revocation of permits. 
153A-363. Certificates of compliance. 
153A-364. Periodic inspections for hazardous or unlawful conditions. 
153A-365. Defects in buildings to be corrected. 
153A-366. Unsafe buildings condemned. 
153A-367. Removing notice from condemned building. 
153A-368. Action in event of failure to take corrective action. 
153A-369. Order to take corrective action. 
153A-370. Appeal; finality of order not appealed. 
153A-371. Failure to comply with order. 
153A-372. Equitable enforcement. 
153A-373. Records and reports. 
153A-374. Appeals. 
153A-375. Establishment of fire limits. 

153A-350. “Building” defined. - As used in this Part, the words “building” or “buildings” include other structures. (1973,c. 822,s. 1.) 

153A-350.1. Tribal lands. - As used in this Part, the term: (1) “Board of commissioners” includes the Tribal Council of such tribe. (2) 
“County” or “counties” also means a federally recognized Indian Tribe, and as to such tribe includes lands held in trust for the tribe. 
(1999-78, s. 1.) 

153A-351. Inspection department; certification of electrical inspectors. - (a) A county may create an inspection department, 
consisting of one or more inspectors who may be given the titles of building inspector, electrical inspector, plumbing inspector, housing 
inspector, zoning inspector, heating and air-conditioning inspector, fire prevention inspector, deputy or assistant inspector, or any other 
title that is generally descriptive of the duties assigned. The department may be headed by a superintendent or director of inspections. 
(a1) Every county shall perform the duties and responsibilities set forth in G.S. 153A-352 either by: 

1. Creating its own inspection department;
2. Creating a joint inspection department in cooperation with one or more other units of local government, pursuant to G.S. 153A-

353 or Part 1 of Article 20 of Chapter 160A; or,
3. Contracting with another unit of local government for the provision of inspection services pursuant to Part 1 of Article 20 of

Chapter 160A.
Such action shall be taken no later than the applicable date in the schedule below, according to the county’s population as published 
in the 1970 United States Census: 

Counties over 75,000 population - July 1, 1979 
Counties between 50,001 and 75,000 - July 1, 1981 
Counties between 25,001 and 50,000 - July 1, 1983 
Counties 25,000 and under - July 1, 1985. 

In the event that any county shall fail to provide inspection services by the date specified above or shall cease to provide such services 
at any time thereafter, the Commissioner of Insurance shall arrange for the provision of such services, either through personnel employed 
by his Department or through an arrangement with other units of government. In either event, the Commissioner shall have and may 
exercise within the county’s jurisdiction all powers made available to the board of county commissioners with respect to building 
inspection under Part 4 of Article 18 of this Chapter and Part 1 of Article 20 of Chapter 160A. Whenever the Commissioner has intervened 
in this manner, the county may assume provision of inspection services only after giving the Commissioner two years’ written notice of 
its intention to do so; provided, however, that the Commissioner may waive this requirement or permit assumption at an earlier date if 
he finds that such earlier assumption will not unduly interfere with arrangements he has made for the provision of those services. 

(b) No person may perform electrical inspections pursuant to this Part unless he has been certified as qualified by the Commissioner of 
Insurance. To be certified a person must pass a written examination based on the electrical regulations included in the latest edition of 
the State Building Code as filed with the Secretary of State. The examination shall be under the supervision of and conducted according 
to rules and regulations prescribed by the Chief State Electrical Inspector or Engineer of the State Department of Insurance and the 
Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors. It shall be held quarterly, in Raleigh or any other place designated by the Chief State 
Electrical Inspector or Engineer. 
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The rules and regulations may provide for the certification of class I, class II, and class III inspectors, according to the results of the 
examination. The examination shall be based on the type and character of electrical installations being made in the territory in which 
the applicant wishes to serve as an electrical inspector. A class I inspector may serve anywhere in the State, but class II and class III 
inspectors shall be limited to service in the territory for which they have qualified. 

The Commissioner of Insurance shall issue a certificate to each person who passes the examination, approving the person for service in 
a designated territory. To remain valid, a certificate must be renewed each January by payment of an annual renewal fee of one dollar 
($1.00). The examination fee shall be five dollars ($5.00). 

If the person appointed by a county as electrical inspector fails to pass the examination, the county shall continue to make appointments 
until an appointee has passed the examination. For the interim the Commissioner of Insurance may authorize the county to use a 
temporary inspector. 

The provisions of this subsection shall become void and ineffective on such date as the North Carolina Code Officials Qualification Board 
certifies to the Secretary of State that it has placed in effect a certification system for electrical inspectors pursuant to its authority 
granted by Article 9C of Chapter 143 of the General Statutes. (1937, c. 57; 1941, c. 105; 1947, c. 719; 1951, c. 651; 1953, c. 984; 1955, 
cc. 144, 942, 1171; 1957, cc. 415, 456, 1286, 1294; 1959, cc. 399, 940, 1031; 1961, cc. 763, 884, 1036; 1963, cc. 639, 868; 1965, cc. 
243, 371, 453, 494, 846; 1967, cc. 45, 73, 113; c. 495, ss. 1, 3; 1969, cc. 675, 918; c. 1003, s. 7; c. 1010, s. 4; c. 1064, ss. 1, 4, 5; c. 
1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 1977, c. 531, ss. 2, 3; 1991, c. 720, s. 77.) 

153A-351.1. Qualifications of inspectors. - On and after the applicable date set forth in the schedule in G.S. 153A-351, no county shall 
employ an inspector to enforce the State Building Code as a member of a county or joint inspection department who does not have one 
of the following types of certificates issued by the North Carolina Code Officials Qualification Board attesting to his qualifications to 
hold such position: (i) a probationary certificate, valid for one year only; (ii) a standard certificate; or (iii) a limited certificate, which 
shall be valid only as an authorization for him to continue in the position held on the date specified in G.S. 143-151.10(c) and which 
shall become invalid if he does not successfully complete in-service training prescribed by the Qualification Board within the period 
specified in G.S. 143-151.10(c). An inspector holding one of the above certificates can be promoted to a position requiring a higher level 
certificate only upon issuance by the Board of a standard certificate or probationary certificate appropriate for such new position. (1977, 
c. 531, s. 4.)

153A-352. Duties and responsibilities. –  
(a) The duties and responsibilities of an inspection department and of the inspectors in it are to enforce within the county’s 

territorial jurisdiction State and local laws and local ordinances and regulations relating to: 
1. The construction of buildings;
2. The installation of such facilities as plumbing systems, electrical systems, heating systems, refrigeration systems, and air-

conditioning systems;
3. The maintenance of buildings in a safe, sanitary, and healthful condition;
4. Other matters that may be specified by the board of commissioners.

These duties and responsibilities include receiving applications for permits and issuing or denying permits, making necessary inspections, 
issuing or denying certificates of compliance, issuing orders to correct violations, bringing judicial actions against actual or threatened 
violations, keeping adequate records, and taking any other actions that may be required to adequately enforce the laws and ordinances 
and regulations. The board of commissioners may enact reasonable and appropriate provisions governing the enforcement of the laws 
and ordinances and regulations.  

(b) Except as provided in G.S. 153A-364, a county may not adopt a local ordinance or resolution or any other policy that requires 
regular, routine inspections of buildings or structures constructed in compliance with the North Carolina Residential Code for 
One- and Two-Family Dwellings in addition to the specific inspections required by the North Carolina Building Code without first 
obtaining approval from the North Carolina Building Code Council.  The North Carolina Building Code Council shall review all 
applications for additional inspections requested by a county and shall, in a reasonable manner, approve or disapprove the 
additional inspections.  This subsection does not limit the authority of the county to require inspections upon unforeseen or 
unique circumstances that require immediate action. 
(1937, c. 57; 1941, c. 105; 1947, c. 719; 1951, c. 651; 1953, c. 984; 1955, cc. 144, 942, 1171; 1957, cc. 415, 456, 1286, 1294; 
1959, cc. 399, 940, 1031; 1961, cc. 763, 884, 1036; 1963, cc. 639, 868; 1965, cc. 243, 371, 453, 494, 846; 1967, cc. 45, 73, 113; 
c. 495, ss. 1, 3; 1969, cc. 675, 918; c. 1003, s. 7; c. 1010, s. 4; c. 1064, ss. 1, 4, 5; c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 2013-118,
s.1(a).)

153A-353. Joint inspection department; other arrangements. - A county may enter into and carry out contracts with one or more 
other counties or cities under which the parties agree to create and support a joint inspection department for enforcing those State and 
local laws and local ordinances and regulations specified in the agreement. The governing bodies of the contracting units may make any 
necessary appropriations for this purpose. 

In lieu of a joint inspection department, a county may designate an inspector from another county or from a city to serve as a member 
of the county inspection department, with the approval of the governing body of the other county or city. A county may also contract 
with an individual who is not a city or county employee but who holds one of the applicable certificates as provided in G.S. 153A-351.1 
or G.S. 160A-411.1 or with the employer of an individual who holds one of the applicable certificates as provided in G.S. 153A-351.1 or 
G.S. 160A-411.1.   

The inspector, if designated from another county or city under this section, while exercising the duties of the position, is a county 
employee. The county shall have the same potential liability, if any, for inspections conducted by an individual who is not an employee 
of the county as it does for an individual who is an employee of the county. The company or individual with whom the county contracts 
shall have errors and omissions and other insurance coverage acceptable to the county. (1937, c. 57; 1941, c. 105; 1947, c. 719; 1951, 
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c. 651; 1959, c. 940; 1963, c. 639; 1965, c. 371; 1967, c. 495, s. 1; 1969, c. 918; c. 1010, s. 4; c. 1064, ss. 1, 5; c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c.
822, s. 1; 1993, c. 232, s. 1; 1999-372, s. 1; 2001-278, s. 1.) 

153A-354. Financial support. - A county may appropriate any available funds for the support of its inspection department. It may 
provide for paying inspectors fixed salaries, or it may reimburse them for their services by paying over part or all of any fees collected. 
It may fix reasonable fees for issuing permits, for inspections, and for other services of the inspection department. (1937, c. 57; 1941, 
c. 105; 1947, c. 719; 1951, c. 651; 1953, c. 984; 1955, cc. 144, 942, 1171; 1957, cc. 415, 456, 1286, 1294; 1959, cc. 399, 940, 1031;
1961, cc. 763, 884, 1036; 1963, cc. 639, 868; 1965, cc. 243, 371, 453, 494, 846; 1967, cc. 45, 73, 113; c. 495, ss. 1, 3; 1969, cc. 675, 
918; c. 1003, s. 7; c. 1010, s. 4; c. 1064, ss. 1, 4, 5; c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 

153A-355. Conflicts of interest. - Unless he or she is the owner of the building, no member of an inspection department shall be 
financially interested or employed by a business that is financially interested in furnishing labor, material, or appliances for the 
construction, alteration, or maintenance of any building within the county’s territorial jurisdiction or any part or system thereof, or in 
making plans or specifications therefor. No member of any inspection department or other individual or an employee of a company 
contracting with a county to conduct inspections may engage in any work that is inconsistent with his or her duties or with the interest 
of the county, as determined by the county. The county must find a conflict of interest if any of the following is the case: 

1. If the individual, company, or employee of a company contracting to perform inspections for the county has worked for the
owner, developer, contractor, or project manager of the project to be inspected within the last two years. 

2. If the individual, company, or employee of a company contracting to perform inspections for the county is closely related to
the owner, developer, contractor, or project manager of the project to be inspected. 

3. If the individual, company, or employee of a company contracting to perform inspections for the county has a financial or
business interest in the project to be inspected. (1937, c. 57; 1941, c. 105; 1947, c. 719; 1951, c. 651; 1953, c. 984; 1955, cc. 
144, 942, 1171; 1957, cc. 415, 456, 1286, 1294; 1959, cc. 399, 1031; 1961, cc. 763, 884, 1036; 1963, c. 868; 1965, cc. 243, 453, 
494, 846; 1967, cc. 45, 73, 113; c. 495, s. 3; 1969, cc. 675, 918; c. 1003, s. 7; c. 1064, ss. 1, 4; c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 
1; 1993, c. 232, s. 2; 1999-372, s. 2.) 

153A-356. Failure to perform duties. - If a member of an inspection department willfully fails to perform the duties required of him 
by law, or willfully improperly issues a permit, or gives a certificate of compliance without first making the inspections required by law, 
or willfully improperly gives a certificate of compliance, he is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, 
c. 822, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 1064; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

153A-357. Permits.  
(a) Except as provided in subsection (a2) of this section, no person may commence or proceed with any of the following without first 
securing from the inspection department with jurisdiction over the site of the work each permit required by the State Building Code and 
any other State or local law or local ordinance or regulation applicable to the work: 

1. The construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, movement to another site, removal, or demolition of any building.
2. The installation, extension, or general repair of any plumbing system except that in any one- or two-family dwelling unit a

permit shall not be required for the connection of a water heater that is being replaced, provided that the work is performed
by a person licensed under G.S. 87-21, who personally examines the work at completion and ensures that a leak test has been
performed on the gas piping, and provided the energy use rate or thermal input is not greater than that of the water heater
which is being replaced, there is no change in fuel, energy source, location, capacity, or routing or sizing of venting and piping,
and the replacement is installed in accordance with the current edition of the State Building Code.

3. The installation, extension, alteration, or general repair of any heating or cooling equipment system.
4. The installation, extension, alteration, or general repair of any electrical wiring, devices, appliances, or equipment except that

in any one- or two- family dwelling unit a permit shall not be required for repair or replacement of electrical lighting fixtures
or devices such as receptacles and lighting switches, or for the connection of an existing branch circuit to an electric water
heater that is being replaced, provided that all of the following requirements are met:
a) With respect to electric water heaters, the replacement water heater is placed in the same location and is of the same or

less capacity and electrical rating as the original.
b) With respect to electrical lighting fixtures and devices, the replacement is with a fixture or device having the same voltage

and the same or less amperage.
c) The work is performed by a person licensed under G.S. 87-43.
d) The repair or replacement installation meets the current edition of the State Building Code, including the State Electrical

Code.
However, a permit is not required for the installation, maintenance, or replacement of any load control device or
equipment by an electric power supplier, as defined in G. S. 62-133.8, or an electrical contractor contracted by the electric
power supplier, so long as the work is subject to supervision by an electrical contractor licensed under Article 4 of Chapter
87 of the General Statutes.  The electric power supplier shall provide such installation, maintenance, or replacement in
accordance with (i) an activity or program ordered, authorized, or approved by the North Carolina Utilities Commission
pursuant to G.S. 62-133.8 or G.S. 62-133.9 or (ii) a similar program undertaken by a municipal electric service provider,
whether the installation, modification, or replacement is made before or after the point of delivery of electric service to
the customer.  The exemption under this subdivision applies to all existing installations.

(a1) A permit shall be in writing and shall contain a provision that the work done shall comply with the State Building Code 
and all other applicable State and local laws and local ordinances and regulations. Nothing in this section shall require county to review 
and approve residential building plans submitted to the county pursuant to Section R-110 of Volume VII of the North Carolina State 
Building Code; provided that the county may review and approve such residential building plans as it deems necessary. No permit may 
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be issued unless the plans and specifications are identified by the name and address of the author thereof; and if the General Statutes 
of North Carolina require that plans for certain types of work be prepared only by a registered architect or registered engineer, no 
permit may be issued unless the plans and specifications bear the North Carolina seal of a registered architect or of a registered engineer. 
If a provision of the General Statutes of North Carolina or of any ordinance requires that work be done by a licensed specialty contractor 
of any kind, no permit for the work may be issued unless the work is to be performed by such a duly licensed contractor. No permit 
issued under Articles 9 or 9C of G.S. Chapter 143 shall be required for any construction, installation, repair, replacement, or alteration 
costing five thousand dollars ($5,000) or less in any single-family residence or farm building unless the work involves: the addition, repair 
or replacement of load bearing structures; the addition (excluding replacement of same size and capacity) or change in the design of 
plumbing; the addition, replacement or change in the design of heating, air conditioning, or electrical wiring, devices, appliances, or 
equipment; the use of materials not permitted by the North Carolina Uniform Residential Building Code; or the addition (excluding 
replacement of like grade of fire resistance) of roofing. Violation of this section constitutes a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

(a2) A county shall not require more than one permit for the complete installation or replacement of any natural gas, propane gas, or 
electrical appliance on an existing structure when the installation or replacement is performed by a person licensed under G.S. 87-21 or 
G.S. 87-43.  The cost of the permit for such work shall not exceed the cost of any one individual trade permit issued by that county, nor 
shall the county increase the costs of any fees to offset the loss of revenue caused by this provision. 

(b) No permit shall be issued pursuant to subsection (a) for any land-disturbing activity, as defined in G.S. 113A-52(6), for any activity 
covered by G.S. 113A-57, unless an erosion and sedimentation control plan has been approved by the Sedimentation Pollution Control 
Commission pursuant to G.S. 113A-54(d)(4) or by a local government pursuant to G.S. 113A-61 for the site of the activity or a tract of 
land including the site of the activity. 
(c) (1) A county may by ordinance provide that a permit may not be issued under subsection (a) of this section to a person who owes 
delinquent property taxes, determined under G.S. 105-360, on property owned by the person. Such ordinance may provide that a building 
permit may be issued to a person protesting the assessment or collection of property taxes. 

(2) This subsection applies to Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Bertie, Catawba, Chowan, Currituck, Davie, Gates, Greene, Lenoir, 
Lincoln, Iredell, Sampson, Stokes, Surry, Tyrrell, Wayne, and Yadkin Counties only. 

(d) No permit shall be issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this section for any land-disturbing activity that is subject to, but does not 
comply with, the requirements of G.S. 113A-71.  
(e)  No permit shall be issued pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of this section where the cost of work is thirty thousand dollars 
($30,000) or more, other than for improvements to an existing single-family residential dwelling unit as defined in G.S. 87-15.5(7) that 
the owner occupies as a residence, or for the addition of an accessory building or accessory structure as defined in the North Carolina 
Uniform Residential Building Code, the use of which is incidental to that residential dwelling unit, unless the name, physical and mailing 
address, telephone number facsimile number, and electronic mail address of the lien agent designated by the owner pursuant to G.S. 
44A-11.1(a) is conspicuously set forth in the permit or in an attachment thereto.  The building permit may contain the lien agent’s 
electronic mail address.  The lien agent information for each permit issued pursuant to this subsection shall be maintained by the 
inspection department in the same manner and in the same location in which it maintains its record of building permits issued.   
(1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 1981, c. 677, s. 2; 1983, c. 377, s. 2; c. 614, s. 2; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1000, s. 1; 1993, c. 
539, s. 1065; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 741, s.1; 2002-165, s. 2. 19; 2005-433, s. 3; 2006-150, s.2; 2007-
58, s.1; 2008-198, s. 8(c); 2009-117, s. 1; 2009-532, s. 2.; 2010-30, s. 3; 2012-23, s. 2; 2012-158, s.6; 2013-58, s. 2; 2013-117, s. 6; 2013-
160, s.1.) 

153A-358. Time limitations on validity of permits. - A permit issued pursuant to G.S. 153A-357 expires six months, or any lesser time 
fixed by ordinance of the county, after the date of issuance if the work authorized by the permit has not commenced. If after 
commencement the work is discontinued for a period of 12 months, the permit therefor immediately expires. No work authorized by a 
permit that has expired may thereafter be performed until a new permit has been secured. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 

153A-359. Changes in work. - After a permit has been issued, no change or deviation from the terms of the application, the plans and 
specifications, or the permit, except if the change or deviation is clearly permissible under the State Building Code, may be made until 
specific written approval of the proposed change or deviation has been obtained from the inspection department. (1969, 
c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

153A-360. Inspections of work in progress. - As the work pursuant to a permit progresses, local inspectors shall make as many 
inspections of the work as may be necessary to satisfy them that it is being done according to the provisions of the applicable State and 
local laws and local ordinances and regulations and of the terms of the permit. In exercising this power, each member of the inspection 
department has a right, upon presentation of proper credentials, to enter on any premises within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
department at any reasonable hour for the purposes of inspection or other enforcement action. If a permit has been obtained by an 
owner exempt from licensure under G.S. 87-1(b)(2), no inspection shall be conducted without the owner being personally present, unless 
the plans for the building were drawn and sealed by an architect licensed pursuant to Chapter 83A of the General Statutes. (1969, c. 
1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 2011-376, s.3.) 

153A-361. Stop orders. - Whenever a building or part thereof is being demolished, constructed, reconstructed, altered, or repaired in 
a hazardous manner, or in substantial violation of a State or local building law or local building ordinance or regulation, or in a manner 
that endangers life or property, the appropriate inspector may order the specific part of the work that is in violation or that presents 
such a hazard to be immediately stopped. The stop order shall be in writing and directed to the person doing the work, and shall state 
the specific work to be stopped, the specific reasons for the stoppage, and the conditions under which the work may be resumed. The 
owner or builder may appeal from a stop order involving alleged violation of the State Building Code or any approved local modification 
thereof to the North Carolina Commissioner of Insurance or his designee within five days after the day the order is issued. The owner or 
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builder shall give to the Commissioner of Insurance or his designee written notice of appeal, with a copy to the local inspector. The 
Commissioner or his designee shall promptly conduct an investigation and the appellant and the inspector shall be permitted to submit 
relevant evidence. The Commissioner or his designee shall as expeditiously as possible provide a written statement of the decision setting 
forth the facts found, the decision reached, and the reasons for the decision. Pending the ruling by the Commissioner of Insurance or his 
designee on an appeal, no further work may take place in violation of a stop order. In the event of dissatisfaction with the decision, the 
person affected shall have the options of: 

1. Appealing to the Building Code Council, or
2. Appealing to the Superior Court as provided in G.S. 143-141.

Violation of a stop order constitutes a Class 1 misdemeanor. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 1983, c. 377, s. 4; 1989, c. 681, s. 
5; 1993, c. 539, s. 1066; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).) 

153A-362. Revocation of permits. - The appropriate inspector may revoke and require the return of any permit by giving written notice 
to the permit holder, stating the reason for the revocation. Permits shall be revoked for any substantial departure from the approved 
application or plans and specifications, for refusal or failure to comply with the requirements of any applicable State or local laws or 
local ordinances or regulations, or for false statements or misrepresentations made in securing the permit. A permit mistakenly issued 
in violation of an applicable State or local law or local ordinance or regulation also may be revoked. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, 
s. 1.)

153A-363. Certificates of compliance. - At the conclusion of all work done under a permit, the appropriate inspector shall make a final 
inspection. If he finds that the completed work complies with all applicable State and local laws and local ordinances and regulations 
and with the terms of the permit, he shall issue a certificate of compliance. No new building or part thereof may be occupied, no 
addition or enlargement of an existing building may be occupied, and no existing building that has been altered or removed may be 
occupied until the inspection department has issued a certificate of compliance. A temporary certificate of compliance may be issued 
permitting occupancy for a stated period of specified portions of the building that the inspector finds may safely be occupied before 
completion of the entire building. Violation of this section constitutes a Class 1 misdemeanor. (1973, 
c. 822, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 1067; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

153A-364. Periodic inspections for hazardous or unlawful conditions. (a) The inspection department may make periodic inspections, 
subject to the board of commissioners’ directions, for unsafe, unsanitary, or otherwise hazardous and unlawful conditions in buildings 
or structures within its territorial jurisdiction. Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, the inspection department may make 
periodic inspections only when there is reasonable cause to believe that unsafe, unsanitary, or otherwise hazardous or unlawful 
conditions may exist in a residential building or structure. For purposes of this section, the term “reasonable cause” means any of the 
following: (i) the landlord or owner has a history of more than two verified violations of the housing ordinances or codes within a 12-
month period; (ii) there has been a complaint that substandard conditions exist within the building or there has been a request that the 
building be inspected; (iii) the inspection department has actual knowledge of an unsafe condition within the building; or (iv) violations 
of the local ordinances or codes are visible from the outside of the property. In conducting inspections authorized under this section, 
the inspection department shall not discriminate between single-family and multifamily buildings. In exercising these powers, each 
member of the inspection department has a right, upon presentation of proper credentials, to enter on any premises within the territorial 
jurisdiction of the department at any reasonable hour for the purposes of inspection or other enforcement action. Nothing in this section 
shall be construed to prohibit periodic inspections in accordance with State fire prevention code or as otherwise required by State law. 

(b) A county may require periodic inspections as part of a targeted effort within a geographic area that has been designated by the 
county commissioners. The county shall not discriminate in its selection of areas or housing types to be targeted and shall (i) provide 
notice to all owners and residents of properties in the affected area about the periodic inspections plan and information regarding a 
public hearing regarding the plan; (ii) hold a public hearing regarding the plan; and (iii) establish a plan to address the ability of low 
income residential property owners to comply with minimum housing code standards. 
(c) In no event may a county do any of the following: (i) adopt or enforce any ordinance that would require any owner or manager of 
rental property to obtain any permit or permission from the county to lease or rent residential real property, except for those rental 
units that have more than three verified violations of housing ordinances or codes in a 12-month period of upon the property being 
identified within the top 10% of properties with crime or disorder problems as set forth in a local ordinance; and (ii) require that an 
owner or manager of residential rental property enroll or participate in any governmental program as a condition of obtaining a 
certificate of occupancy; or (iii) except as provided in subsection (d) of this section, levy a special fee or tax on residential rental 
property that is not also levied against other commercial and residential properties. 

(d) A county may levy a fee for residential rental property registration under subsection (c) of this section for those rental units which 
have been found with more than two verified violations of housing ordinances or codes within the previous 12 months or upon the 
property being identified within the top 10% of properties with crime or disorder problems as set forth in a local ordinance. The fee shall 
be an amount that covers the cost of operating a residential registration program and shall not be used to supplant revenue in other 
areas. Counties using registration programs that charge registration fees for all residential rental properties as of June 1, 2011, may 
continue levying a fee on all residential rental properties as follows: 

1. For properties with 20 or more residential rental units, the fee shall be no more than fifty dollars ($50.00) per year.
2. For properties with fewer than 20 but more than three residential rental units, the fee shall be no more than twenty-five dollars

($25.00) per year.
3. For properties with three or fewer residential rental units, the fee shall be no more than fifteen dollars ($15.00) per year.

(1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 2011-281, s.1.)

153A-365. Defects in buildings to be corrected. - If a local inspector finds any defect in a building, or finds that the building has not 
been constructed in accordance with the applicable State and local laws and local ordinances and regulations, or finds that a building 
because of its condition is dangerous or contains fire-hazardous conditions, he shall notify the owner or occupant of the building of its 
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defects, hazardous conditions, or failure to comply with law. The owner and the occupant shall each immediately remedy the defects, 
hazardous conditions, or violations of law in the property each owns. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 

153A-366. Unsafe buildings condemned. - The inspector shall condemn as unsafe each building that appears to him to be especially 
dangerous to life because of its liability to fire, bad conditions of walls, overloaded floors, defective construction, decay, unsafe wiring 
or heating system, inadequate means of egress, or other causes; and he shall affix a notice of the dangerous character of the building 
to a conspicuous place on its exterior wall. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 

153A-367. Removing notice from condemned building. - If a person removes a notice that has been affixed to a building by a local 
inspector and that states the dangerous character of the building, he is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 
822, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 1068; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).) 

153A-368. Action in event of failure to take corrective action. - If the owner of a building that has been condemned as unsafe pursuant 
to G.S. 153A-366 fails to take prompt corrective action, the local inspector shall by certified or registered mail to his last known address 
or by personal service give him written notice: 

1. That the building is in a condition that appears to constitute a fire or safety hazard or to be dangerous to life, health, or other
property; 

2. That a hearing will be held before the inspector at a designated place and time, not later than 10 days after the date of the
notice, at which time the owner is entitled to be heard in person or by counsel and to present arguments and evidence pertaining 
to the matter; and 

3. That following the hearing, the inspector may issue any order to repair, close, vacate, or demolish the building that appears
appropriate. 

If the name or whereabouts of the owner cannot after due diligence be discovered, the notice shall be considered properly and 
adequately served if a copy thereof is posted on the outside of the building in question at least 10 days before the day of the hearing 
and a notice of the hearing is published at least once not later than one week before the hearing. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 
1.) 

153A-369. Order to take corrective action. - If, upon a hearing held pursuant to G.S. 153A-368, the inspector finds that the building is 
in a condition that constitutes a fire or safety hazard or renders it dangerous to life, health, or other property, he shall issue a written 
order, directed to the owner of the building, requiring the owner to remedy the defective conditions by repairing, closing, vacating, or 
demolishing the building or taking other necessary steps, within such period, not less than 60 days, as the inspector may prescribe; 
provided, that where the inspector finds that there is imminent danger to life or other property, he may order that corrective action be 
taken in such lesser period as may be feasible. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 1979, c. 611, s. 5.) 

153A-370. Appeal; finality of order not appealed. - An owner who has received an order under G.S. 153A-369 may appeal from the 
order to the board of commissioners by giving written notice of appeal to the inspector and to the clerk within 10 days following the day 
the order is issued. In the absence of an appeal, the order of the inspector is final. The board of commissioners shall hear any appeal 
within a reasonable time and may affirm, modify and affirm, or revoke the order. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 

153A-371. Failure to comply with order. - If the owner of a building fails to comply with an order issued pursuant to G.S. 153A-369 
from which no appeal has been taken, or fails to comply with an order of the board of commissioners following an appeal, he is guilty 
of a Class 1 misdemeanor. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 1069; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).) 

153A-372. Equitable enforcement. - Whenever a violation is denominated a misdemeanor under the provisions of this Part, the county, 
either in addition to or in lieu of other remedies, may initiate any appropriate action or proceeding to prevent, restrain, correct, or 
abate the violation or to prevent the occupancy of the building involved. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 

153A-373. Records and reports. - The inspection department shall keep complete and accurate records in convenient form of each 
application received, each permit issued, each inspection and reinspection made, and each defect found, each certificate of compliance 
granted, and all other work and activities of the department. These records shall be kept in the manner and for the periods prescribed 
by the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources. The department shall submit periodic reports to the board of commissioners 
and to the Commissioner of Insurance as the board or the Commissioner may require. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, 
c. 822, s. 1; 1983, c. 377, s. 6.)

153A-374. Appeals. - Unless otherwise provided by law, any appeal from an order, decision, or determination of a member of a local 
inspection department pertaining to the State Building Code or any other State building law shall be taken to the Commissioner of 
Insurance or his designee or other official specified in G.S. 143-139, by filing a written notice with him and with the inspection 
department within 10 days after the day of the order, decision, or determination. Further appeals may be taken to the State Building 
Code Council or to the courts as provided by law. (1969, c. 1066, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 1989, c. 681, s. 7.) 

153A-375. Establishment of fire limits. - A county may by ordinance establish and define fire limits in any area within the county and 
not within a city. The limits may include only business and industrial areas. Within any fire limits, no frame or wooden building or 
addition thereto may be erected, altered, repaired, or moved (either into the fire limits or from one place to another within the limits) 
except upon the permit of the inspection department and approval of the Commissioner of Insurance. The board of commissioners may 
make additional regulations necessary for the prevention, extinguishment, or mitigation of fires within the fire limits. (1969, c. 1066, s. 
1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.) 
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CHAPTER 160A-PART 5 
Building Inspection (Cities). 

160A-411. Inspection department. 
160A-411.1. Qualifications of inspectors. 
160A-412. Duties and responsibilities. 
160A-413. Joint inspection department; other arrangements. 
160A-414. Financial support. 
160A-415. Conflicts of interest. 
160A-416. Failure to perform duties. 
160A-417. Permits. 
160A-418. Time limitations on validity of permits. 
160A-419. Changes in work. 
160A-420. Inspections of work in progress. 
160A-421. Stop orders. 
160A-422. Revocation of permits. 
160A-423. Certificates of compliance. 
160A-424. Periodic inspections. 
160A-425. Defects in buildings to be corrected. 
160A-426. Unsafe buildings condemned. 
160A-427. Removing notice from condemned building. 
160A-428. Action in event of failure to take corrective action. 
160A-429. Order to take corrective action. 
160A-430. Appeal; finality of order if not appealed. 
160A-431. Failure to comply with order. 
160A-432. Equitable enforcement. 
160A-433. Records and reports. 
160A-434. Appeals in general. 
160A-435. Establishment of fire limits. 
160A-436. Restrictions within primary fire limits. 
160A-437. Restriction within secondary fire limits. 
160A-438. Failure to establish primary fire limits. 
160A-439, 160A-440. [Reserved.] 

160A-411. Inspection department. - Every city in the State is hereby authorized to create an inspection department, and may appoint 
one or more inspectors who may be given the titles of building inspector, electrical inspector, plumbing inspector, housing inspector, 
zoning inspector, heating and air-conditioning inspector, fire prevention inspector, or deputy or assistant inspector, or such other titles 
as may be generally descriptive of the duties assigned. The department may be headed by a superintendent or director of inspections. 
Every city shall perform the duties and responsibilities set forth in G.S. 160A-412 either by: (i) creating its own inspection department; 
(ii) creating a joint inspection department in cooperation with one or more other units of local government, pursuant to G.S. 160A-413 
or Part 1 of Article 20 of this Chapter; (iii) contracting with another unit of local government for the provision of inspection services 
pursuant to Part 1 of Article 20 of this Chapter; or (iv) arranging for the county in which it is located to perform inspection services 
within the city’s jurisdiction as authorized by G.S. 160A-413 and G.S. 160A-360. Such action shall be taken no later than the applicable 
date in the schedule below, according to the city’s population as published in the 1970 United States Census: 

Cities over 75,000 population - July 1, 1979 
Cities between 50,001 and 75,000 - July 1, 1981 
Cities between 25,001 and 50,000 - July 1, 1983 
Cities 25,000 and under - July 1, 1985. 

In the event that any city shall fail to provide inspection services by the date specified above or shall cease to provide such services at 
any time thereafter, the Commissioner of Insurance shall arrange for the provision of such services, either through personnel employed 
by his department or through an arrangement with other units of government. In either event, the Commissioner shall have and may 
exercise within the city’s jurisdiction all powers made available to the city council with respect to building inspection under Part 5 of 
Article 19, and Part 1 of Article 20 of this Chapter. Whenever the Commissioner has intervened in this manner, the city may assume 
provision of inspection services only after giving the Commissioner two years’ written notice of its intention to do so; provided, however, 
that the Commissioner may waive this requirement or permit assumption at an earlier date if he finds that such earlier assumption will 
not unduly interfere with arrangements he has made for the provision of those services. (1969, c. 1065, 
s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1977, c. 531, s. 5.)

160A-411.1. Qualifications of inspectors. - On and after the applicable date set forth in the schedule in G.S. 160A-411, no city shall 
employ an inspector to enforce the State Building Code as a member of a city or joint inspection department who does not have one of 
the following types of certificates issued by the North Carolina Code Officials Qualification Board attesting to his qualifications to hold 
such position: (i) a probationary certificate, valid for one year only; (ii) a standard certificate; or (iii) a limited certificate which shall 
be valid only as an authorization for him to continue in the position held on the date specified in G.S. 143-151.13(c) and which shall 
become invalid if he does not successfully complete in-service training specified by the Qualification Board within the period specified 
in G.S. 143-151.13(c). An inspector holding one of the above certificates can be promoted to a position requiring a higher level certificate 
only upon issuance by the Board of a standard certificate or probationary certificate appropriate for such new position. (1977, c. 531, 
s. 6.)
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160A-412. Duties and responsibilities. –  
(a) The duties and responsibilities of an inspection department and of the inspectors therein shall be to enforce within their 

territorial jurisdiction State and local laws relating to: 
1. The construction of buildings and other structures;
2. The installation of such facilities as plumbing systems, electrical systems, heating systems, refrigeration systems, and air-

conditioning systems;
3. The maintenance of buildings and other structures in a safe, sanitary, and healthful condition;
4. Other matters that may be specified by the city council.

These duties shall include the receipt of applications for permits and the issuance or denial of permits, the making of any necessary 
inspections, the issuance or denial of certificates of compliance, the issuance of orders to correct violations, the bringing of judicial 
actions against actual or threatened violations, the keeping of adequate records, and any other actions that may be required in order 
adequately to enforce those laws. The city council shall have the authority to enact reasonable and appropriate provisions governing 
the enforcement of those laws.  

(b) Except as provided in G.S. 160A-424, a city may not adopt a local ordinance or resolution or any other policy that requires 
regular, routine inspections of buildings or structures constructed in compliance with the North Carolina Residential Code for 
One- and Two-Family Dwellings in addition to the specific inspections required by the North Carolina Building Code without first 
obtaining approval from the North Carolina Building Code Council.  The North Carolina Building Code Council shall review all 
applications for additional inspections requested by a city and shall, in a reasonable manner, approve or disapprove the 
additional inspections. This subsection does not limit the authority of the city to require inspections upon unforeseen or unique 
circumstances that require immediate action.(1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 2013-118, s.1(b). 

160A-413. Joint inspection department; other arrangements. - A city council may enter into and carry out contracts with another 
city, county, or combination thereof under which the parties agree to create and support a joint inspection department for the 
enforcement of State and local laws specified in the agreement. The governing boards of the contracting parties are authorized to make 
any necessary appropriations for this purpose.  

In lieu of a joint inspection department, a city council may designate an inspector from any other city or county to serve as a member 
of its inspection department with the approval of the governing body of the other city or county. A city may also contract with an 
individual who is not a city or county employee but who holds one of the applicable certificates as provided in G.S. 160A-411.1 or G.S. 
153A-351.1 or with the employer of an individual who holds one of the applicable certificates as provided in G.S. 160A-411.1 or G.S. 
153A-351.1. The inspector, if designated from another city or county under this section, shall, while exercising the duties of the position, 
be considered a municipal employee. The city shall have the same potential liability, if any, for inspections conducted by an individual 
who is not an employee of the city as it does for an individual who is an employee of the city. The company or individual with whom the 
city contracts shall have errors and omissions and other insurance coverage acceptable to the city.  

The city council of any city may request the board of county commissioners of the county in which the city is located to direct one or 
more county building inspectors to exercise their powers within part or all of the city’s jurisdiction, and they shall thereupon be 
empowered to do so until the city council officially withdraws its request in the manner provided in G.S. 160A-360(g). (1969, c. 1065, s. 
1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1973, c. 426, s. 64; 1993, c. 232, s. 3; 1999-372, s. 3.; 2001-278, s. 2) 

160A-414. Financial support. - The city council may appropriate for the support of the inspection department any funds that it deems 
necessary. It may provide for paying inspectors fixed salaries or it may reimburse them for their services by paying over part or all of 
any fees collected. It shall have power to fix reasonable fees for issuance of permits, inspections, and other services of the inspection 
department. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1.) 

160A-415. Conflicts of interest. - No member of an inspection department shall be financially interested or employed by a business 
that is financially interested in the furnishing of labor, material, or appliances for the construction, alteration, or maintenance of any 
building within the city’s jurisdiction or any part or system thereof, or in the making of plans or specifications therefor, unless he is the 
owner of the building. No member of an inspection department or other individual or an employee of a company contracting with a city 
to conduct inspections shall engage in any work that is inconsistent with his or her duties or with the interest of the city, as determined 
by the city. The city must find a conflict of interest if any of the following is the case: 

1. If the individual, company, or employee of a company contracting to perform inspections for the city has worked for the owner,
developer, contractor, or project manager of the project to be inspected within the last two years. 

2. If the individual, company, or employee of a company contracting to perform inspections for the city is closely related to the
owner, developer, contractor, or project manager of the project to be inspected. 

3. If the individual, company, or employee of a company contracting to perform inspections for the city has a financial or
business interest in the project to be inspected. 

The provisions of this section do not apply to a firefighter whose primary duties are fire suppression and rescue, but who engages in 
some fire inspection activities as a secondary responsibility of the firefighter’s employment as a firefighter, except no firefighter may 
inspect any work actually done, or materials or appliances supplied, by the firefighter or the firefighter’s business within the 
preceding six years. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1993, c. 232, s. 4; 1998-122, s. 1; 1999-372, s. 4.) 

160A-416. Failure to perform duties. - If any member of an inspection department shall willfully fail to perform the duties required 
of him by law, or willfully shall improperly issue a permit, or shall give a certificate of compliance without first making the inspections 
required by law, or willfully shall improperly give a certificate of compliance, he shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. (1969, c. 
1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 1089; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).) 
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160A-417. Permits. - (a) Except as provided in subsection (a2) of this section, no person shall commence or proceed with any of the 
following without first securing from the inspection department with jurisdiction over the site of the work any and all permits required 
by the State Building Code and any other State or local laws applicable to the work: 

1. The construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, movement to another site, removal, or demolition of any building or
structure.

2. The installation, extension, or general repair of any plumbing system except that in any one- or two-family dwelling unit a
permit shall not be required for the connection of a water heater that is being replaced, provided that the work is performed
by a person licensed under G.S. 87-21, who personally examines the work at completion and ensures that a leak test has been
performed on the gas piping, and provided the energy use rate or thermal input is not greater than that of the water heater
which is being replaced, there is no change in fuel, energy source, location, capacity, or routing or sizing of venting and piping,
and the replacement is installed in accordance with the current edition of the State Building Code.

3. The installation, extension, alteration, or general repair of any heating or cooling equipment system.
4. The installation, extension, alteration, or general repair of any electrical wiring, devices, appliances, or equipment except that

in any one- or two-family dwelling unit a permit shall not be required for repair or replacement of electrical lighting fixtures
or devices, such as receptacles and lighting switches, or for the connection of an existing branch circuit to an electric water
heater that is being replaced, provided that all of the following requirements are met:
a) With respect to electric water heaters, the replacement water heater is placed in the same location and is of the same or

less capacity and electrical rating as the original.
b) With respect to electrical lighting fixtures and devices, the replacement is with a fixture or device having the same voltage

and the same or less amperage.
c) The work is performed by a person licensed under G.S. 87-43.
d) The repair or replacement installation meets the current edition of the State Building Code, including the State Electrical

Code.
However, a permit is not required for the installation, maintenance, or replacement of any load control device or equipment 
by an electric power supplier, as defined in G. S. 62-133.8, or an electrical contractor contracted by the electric power supplier, 
so long as the work is subject to supervision by an electrical contractor licensed under Article 4 of Chapter 87 of the General 
Statutes.  The electric power supplier shall provide such installation, maintenance, or replacement in accordance with (i) an 
activity or program ordered, authorized, or approved by the North Carolina Utilities Commission pursuant to G.S. 62-133.8 or 
G.S. 62-133.9 or (ii) a similar program undertaken by a municipal electric service provider, whether the installation, 
modification, or replacement is made before or after the point of delivery of electric service to the customer.  The exemption 
under this subdivision applies to all existing installations. 

(a1) A permit shall be in writing and shall contain a provision that the work done shall comply with the State Building Code and all other 
applicable State and local laws. Nothing in this section shall require a city to review and approve residential building plans submitted to 
the city pursuant to Section R-110 of Volume VII of the North Carolina State Building Code; provided that the city may review and approve 
such residential building plans as it deems necessary. No permits shall be issued unless the plans and specifications are identified by the 
name and address of the author thereof, and if the General Statutes of North Carolina require that plans for certain types of work be 
prepared only by a registered architect or registered engineer, no permit shall be issued unless the plans and specifications bear the 
North Carolina seal of a registered architect or of a registered engineer. When any provision of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
or of any ordinance requires that work be done by a licensed specialty contractor of any kind, no permit for the work shall be issued 
unless the work is to be performed by such a duly licensed contractor. No permit issued under Articles 9 or 9C of Chapter 143 shall be 
required for any construction, installation, repair, replacement, or alteration costing five thousand dollars ($5,000) or less in any single 
family residence or farm building unless the work involves: the addition, repair or replacement of load bearing structures; the addition 
(excluding replacement of same size and capacity) or change in the design of plumbing; the addition, replacement or change in the 
design of heating, air conditioning, or electrical wiring, devices, appliances, or equipment; the use of materials not permitted by the 
North Carolina Uniform Residential Building Code; or the addition (excluding replacement of like grade of fire resistance) of roofing. 
Violation of this section shall constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

(a2) A city shall not require more than one permit for the complete installation or replacement of any natural gas, propane gas, or 
electrical appliance on an existing structure when the installation or replacement is performed by a person licensed under G.S. 87-21 or 
G.S. 87-43.  The cost of the permit for such work shall not exceed the cost of any one individual trade permit issued by that city, nor 
shall the city increase the costs of any fees to offset the loss of revenue caused by this provision. 

(b) No permit shall be issued pursuant to subsection (a) for any land-disturbing activity, as defined in G.S. 113A-52(6), for any activity 
covered by G.S. 113A-57, unless an erosion and sedimentation control plan has been approved by the Sedimentation Pollution Control 
Commission pursuant to G.S. 113A-54(d)(4) or by a local government pursuant to G.S. 113A-61 for the site of the activity or a tract of 
land including the site of the activity. 

(c) No permit shall be issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this section for any land-disturbing activity that is subject to, but does not 
comply with, the requirements of G.S. 113A-71.  
(d) No permit shall be issued pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of this section where the cost of work is thirty thousand dollars 
($30,000) or more, other than for improvements to an existing single-family residential dwelling unit as defined in G.S. 87-15.5(7) that 
the owner occupies as a residence, or for the addition of an accessory building or accessory structure as defined in the North Carolina 
Uniform Residential Building Code, the use of which is incidental to that residential dwelling unit, unless the name, physical and mailing 
address, telephone number facsimile number, and electronic mail address of the lien agent designated by the owner pursuant to G.S. 
44A-11.1(a) is conspicuously set forth in the permit or in an attachment thereto.  The building permit may contain the lien agent’s 
electronic mail address.  The lien agent information for each permit issued pursuant to this subsection shall be maintained by the 
inspection department in the same manner and in the same location in which it maintains its record of building permits issued.   
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(1905, c. 506, s. 26; Rev., s. 2986; 1915, c. 192, s. 3; C.S., s. 2748; 1957, c. 817; 1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1973, c. 426, s. 
65; 1981, c. 677, s. 1; 1983, c. 377, s. 3; c. 614, s. 1; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1000, s. 2; 1993, c. 539, s. 1090; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, 
s. 14(c); 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 741, s. 2; 2002-165, s. 2.20 ; 2008-198, s. 8(d); 2009-532, s.3; 2012-158 s.5; 2013-58, s.3; 2013-117,
s.5; 2013-160, s.2.)

160A-418. Time limitations on validity of permits. - A permit issued pursuant to G.S. 160A-417 shall expire by limitation six months, 
or any lesser time fixed by ordinance of the city council, after the date of issuance if the work authorized by the permit has not been 
commenced. If after commencement the work is discontinued for a period of 12 months, the permit therefor shall immediately expire. 
No work authorized by any permit that has expired shall thereafter be performed until a new permit has been 
secured. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1.) 

160A-419. Changes in work. - After a permit has been issued, no changes or deviations from the terms of the application, plans and 
specifications, or the permit, except where changes or deviations are clearly permissible under the State Building Code, shall be made 
until specific written approval of proposed changes or deviations has been obtained from the inspection department. (1969, 
c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1.)

160A-420. Inspections of work in progress. - As the work pursuant to a permit progresses, local inspectors shall make as many 
inspections thereof as may be necessary to satisfy them that the work is being done according to the provisions of any applicable State 
and local laws and of the terms of the permit. In exercising this power, members of the inspection department shall have a right to 
enter on any premises within the jurisdiction of the department at all reasonable hours for the purposes of inspection or other 
enforcement action, upon presentation of proper credentials. If a permit has been obtained by an owner exempt from licensure under 
G.S. 87-1(b)(2), no inspection shall be conducted without the owner being personally present, unless the plans for the building were 
drawn and sealed by an architect licensed pursuant to Chapter 83A of the General Statutes. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 2011-
376, s.4.)  

160A-421. Stop orders. - (a) Whenever any building or structure or part thereof is being demolished, constructed, reconstructed, 
altered, or repaired in a hazardous manner, or in substantial violation of any State or local building law, or in a manner that endangers 
life or property, the appropriate inspector may order the specific part of the work that is in violation or presents such a hazard to be 
immediately stopped. The stop order shall be in writing, directed to the person doing the work, and shall state the specific work to be 
stopped, the specific reasons therefor, and the conditions under which the work may be resumed. 

(b) The owner or builder may appeal from a stop order involving alleged violation of the State Building Code or any approved local 
modification thereof to the North Carolina Commissioner of Insurance or his designee within a period of five days after the order is 
issued. Notice of appeal shall be given in writing to the Commissioner of Insurance or his designee, with a copy to the local inspector. 
The Commissioner of Insurance or his designee shall promptly conduct an investigation and the appellant and the inspector shall be 
permitted to submit relevant evidence. The Commissioner of Insurance or his designee shall as expeditiously as possible provide a written 
statement of the decision setting forth the facts found, the decision reached, and the reasons for the decision. Pending the ruling by 
the Commissioner of Insurance or his designee on an appeal no further work shall take place in violation of a stop order. In the event of 
dissatisfaction with the decision, the person affected shall have the options of: 

1. Appealing to the Building Code Council, or
2. Appealing to the Superior Court as provided in G.S. 143-141.

(c) The owner or builder may appeal from a stop order involving alleged violation of a local zoning ordinance by giving notice of appeal 
in writing to the board of adjustment. The appeal shall be heard and decided within the period established by the ordinance, or if none 
is specified, within a reasonable time. No further work shall take place in violation of a stop order pending a ruling. 

(d) Violation of a stop order shall constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1983, c. 377, s. 5; 1989, c. 
681, s. 6; 1991, c. 512, s. 3; 1993, c. 539, s. 1091; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).) 

160A-422. Revocation of permits. - The appropriate inspector may revoke and require the return of any permit by notifying the permit 
holder in writing stating the reason for the revocation. Permits shall be revoked for any substantial departure from the approved 
application, plans, or specifications; for refusal or failure to comply with the requirements of any applicable State or local laws; or for 
false statements or misrepresentations made in securing the permit. Any permit mistakenly issued in violation of an applicable State or 
local law may also be revoked. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1.) 

160A-423. Certificates of compliance. - At the conclusion of all work done under a permit, the appropriate inspector shall make a final 
inspection, and if he finds that the completed work complies with all applicable State and local laws and with the terms of the permit, 
he shall issue a certificate of compliance. No new building or part thereof may be occupied, and no addition or enlargement of an 
existing building may be occupied, and no existing building that has been altered or moved may be occupied, until the inspection 
department has issued a certificate of compliance. A temporary certificate of compliance may be issued permitting occupancy for a 
stated period of specified portions of the building that the inspector finds may safely be occupied prior to final completion of the entire 
building. Violation of this section shall constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1973, c. 426, s. 66; 
1993, c. 539, s. 1092; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).) 

160A-424. Periodic inspections. (a)The inspection department may make periodic inspections, subject to the council’s directions, for 
unsafe, unsanitary, or otherwise hazardous and unlawful conditions in buildings or structures within its territorial jurisdiction. Except as 
provided in subsection (b) of this section, the inspection department may make periodic inspections only when there is reasonable cause 
to believe that unsafe, unsanitary, or otherwise hazardous or unlawful conditions may exist in a residential building or structure. For 
purposes of this section, the term “reasonable cause” means any of the following: (i) the landlord or owner has a history of more than 
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two verified violations of the housing ordinances or codes within a 12-month period; (ii) there has been a complaint that substandard 
conditions exist within the building or there has been a request that the building be inspected; (iii) the inspection department has actual 
knowledge of an unsafe condition within the building; or (iv) violations of the local ordinances or codes are visible from the outside of 
the property. In conducting inspections authorized under this section, the inspection department shall not discriminate between single-
family and multifamily buildings. In exercising this power, members of the department shall have a right to enter on any premises within 
the jurisdiction of the department at all reasonable hours for the purposes of inspection or other enforcement action, upon presentation 
of proper credentials. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit periodic inspections in accordance with State fire prevention 
code or as otherwise required by State law. 

(b) A city may require periodic inspections as part of a targeted effort within a geographic area that has been designated by the city 
council. The municipality shall not discriminate in its selection of areas or housing types to be targeted and shall (i) provide notice to 
all owners and residents of properties in the affected area about the periodic inspections plan and information regarding a public hearing 
regarding the plan; (ii) hold a public hearing regarding the plan and (iii) establish a plan to address the ability of low-income residential 
property owners to comply with minimum housing code standards. 

(c) In no event may a city do any of the following: (i) adopt or enforce any ordinance that would require any owner or manager of rental 
property to obtain any permit or permission from the city to lease or rent residential real property, except that those properties that 
have more than three verified violations in a 12-month period or upon the property being identified within the top 10% of properties 
with crime or disorder problems as set forth in a local ordinance; (ii) require that an owner or manager of residential rental property 
enroll or participate in any governmental program as a condition of obtaining a certificate of occupancy; or (iii) except as provided in 
subsection (d) of this section, levy a special fee or tax on residential rental property that is not also levied against other commercial 
and residential properties. 

(d) A city may levy a fee for residential rental property registration under subsection (c) of this section for those rental units which have 
been found with more than two verified violations of local ordinances within the previous 12 months or upon the property being identified 
within the top 10% of properties with crime or disorder problems as set forth in a local ordinance. The fee shall be an amount that covers 
the cost of operating a residential registration program and shall not be used to supplant revenue in other areas. Cities using registration 
programs that charge registration fees for all residential rental properties as of June 1, 2011, may continue levying a fee on all residential 
rental properties as follows: 

1. For properties with 20 or more residential rental units, the fee shall be no more than fifty dollars ($50.00) per year.
2. For properties with fewer than 20 but more than three residential rental units, the fee shall be no more than twenty-five dollars

($25.00) per year.
3. For properties with three or fewer residential rental units, the fee shall be no more than fifteen dollars ($15.00) per year.

(1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 2011-281, s.2.)

160A-425. Defects in buildings to be corrected. - When a local inspector finds any defects in a building, or finds that the building has 
not been constructed in accordance with the applicable State and local laws, or that a building because of its condition is dangerous or 
contains fire hazardous conditions, it shall be his duty to notify the owner or occupant of the building of its defects, hazardous conditions, 
or failure to comply with law. The owner or occupant shall each immediately remedy the defects, hazardous conditions, or violations of 
law in the property he owns. (1905, c. 506, s. 28; Rev., s. 3009; 1915, c. 192, s. 14; C.S., s. 2771; 1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 
1; 1973, c. 426, s. 67.) 

160A-425.1. Repealed by Session Laws 2009-263, s.1, effective October 1, 2009. 

160A-426. Unsafe buildings condemned in other localities. - (a) Residential Building and Nonresidential Building or Structure  Every 
building which shall appear to the inspector to be especially dangerous to life because of its liability to fire or because of bad condition 
of walls, overloaded floors, defective construction, decay, unsafe wiring or heating system, inadequate means of egress, or other causes, 
shall be held to be unsafe, and the inspector shall affix a notice of the dangerous character of the structure to a conspicuous place on 
the exterior wall of the building. 

(b) Nonresidential Building or Structure. - In addition to the authority granted in subsection (a) of this section, an inspector may declare 
a nonresidential building or structure within a community development target area to be unsafe if it meets both of the following 
conditions: 

1. It appears to the inspector to be vacant or abandoned.
2. It appears to the inspector to be in such dilapidated condition as to cause or contribute to blight, disease, vagrancy, fire or

safety hazard, to be a danger to children, or to tend to attract persons intent on criminal activities or other activities which
would constitute a public nuisance.

(c) If an inspector declares a nonresidential building or structure to be unsafe under subsection (b) of this section, the inspector must 
affix a notice of the unsafe character of the structure to a conspicuous place on the exterior wall of the building. For the purposes of 
this section, the term “community development target area” means an area that has characteristics of an urban progress zone under 
G.S. 143B-437.09, a “nonresidential development area” under G.S. 160A-503(10), or an area with similar characteristics designated by 
the city council as being in special need of revitalization for the benefit and welfare of its citizens. 

d) A municipality may expand subsections (b) and (c) of this section to apply to residential buildings by adopting an ordinance. Before
adopting such an ordinance, a municipality shall hold a public hearing and shall provide notice of the hearing at least 20 days in advance 
of the hearing. (1905, c. 50-6, s. 15; Rev., s. 3010; 1915, c. 192, s. 15; C.S., s. 2773; 1929, c. 199, s. 1; 1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, 
s. 1; 2000-164, s. 1; 2001-386, s. 1; 2006-252, s. 2.19; 2009-263, s.2.)
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160A-427. Removing notice from condemned building. - If any person shall remove any notice that has been affixed to any building 
or structure by a local inspector of any municipality and that states the dangerous character of the building or structure, he shall be 
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. (1905, c. 50-6, s. 15; Rev., s. 3799; C.S., s. 2775; 1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, 
s. 1093; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

160A-428. Action in event of failure to take corrective action. - If the owner of a building or structure that has been condemned as 
unsafe pursuant to G.S. 160A-426 shall fail to take prompt corrective action, the local inspector shall give him written notice, by certified 
or registered mail to his last known address or by personal service, 

1. That the building or structure is in a condition that appears to meet one or more of the following conditions:
a) Constitutes a fire or safety hazard.
b) Is dangerous to life, health, or other property.
c) Is likely to cause or contribute to blight, disease, vagrancy, or danger to children.
d) Has a tendency to attract persons intent on criminal activities or other activities which would constitute a public nuisance.

2. That a hearing will be held before the inspector at a designated place and time, not later than 10 days after the date of the
notice, at which time the owner shall be entitled to be heard in person or by counsel and to present arguments and evidence
pertaining to the matter; and

3. That following the hearing, the inspector may issue such order to repair, close, vacate, or demolish the building or structure as
appears appropriate.

If the name or whereabouts of the owner cannot after due diligence be discovered, the notice shall be considered properly and 
adequately served if a copy thereof is posted on the outside of the building or structure in question at least 10 days prior to the hearing 
and a notice of the hearing is published in a newspaper having general circulation in the city at least once not later than one week prior 
to the hearing. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 2000-164, s. 2; 2009-263, s. 4.) 

160A-429. Order to take corrective action. - If, upon a hearing held pursuant to the notice prescribed in G.S. 160A-428, the inspector 
shall find that the building or structure is in a condition that constitutes a fire or safety hazard or renders it dangerous to life, health, 
or other property, he shall make an order in writing, directed to the owner of such building or structure, requiring the owner to remedy 
the defective conditions by repairing, closing, vacating, or demolishing the building or structure or taking other necessary steps, within 
such period, not less than 60 days, as the inspector may prescribe; provided, that where the inspector finds that there is imminent 
danger to life or other property, he may order that corrective action be taken in such lesser period as may be feasible. (1969, c. 1065, 
s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1973, c. 426, s. 68; 1977, c. 912, s. 13.)

160A-430. Appeal; finality of order if not appealed. - Any owner who has received an order under G.S. 160A-429 may appeal from the 
order to the city council by giving notice of appeal in writing to the inspector and to the city clerk within 10 days following issuance of 
the order. In the absence of an appeal, the order of the inspector shall be final. The city council shall hear and render a decision in an 
appeal within a reasonable time. The city council may affirm, modify and affirm, or revoke the order. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, 
s. 1; 1973, c. 426, s. 69; 2000-164, s. 4.)

160A-431. Failure to comply with order. - If the owner of a building or structure fails to comply with an order issued pursuant to G.S. 
160A-429 from which no appeal has been taken, or fails to comply with an order of the city council following an appeal, he shall be 
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. (1905, c. 506, s. 15; Rev., s. 3802; 1915, c. 192, s. 19; C.S., s. 2774; 1929, c. 199, s. 2; 1969, c. 1065, 
s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 1094; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

160A-432. Enforcement. - (a) Action Authorized. - Whenever any violation is denominated a misdemeanor under the provisions of this 
Part, the city, either in addition to or in lieu of other remedies, may initiate any appropriate action or proceedings to prevent, restrain, 
correct, or abate the violation or to prevent the occupancy of the building or structure involved. 

(a1) Repealed by Session Laws 2009-263, s.1, effective October 1, 2009. 

(b) Removal of Building: - In the case of a building or structure declared unsafe under G.S. 160A-426, or an ordinance adopted pursuant 
to G.S. 160A-426, a city may, in lieu of taking action under subsection (a), cause the building or structure to be removed or demolished. 
The amounts incurred by the city in connection with the removal or demolition shall be a lien against the real property upon which the 
cost was incurred. The lien shall be filed, have the same priority, and be collected in the same manner as liens for special assessments 
provided in Article 10 of this Chapter. If the building or structure is removed or demolished by the city, the city shall sell the usable 
materials of the building and any personal property, fixtures, or appurtenances found in or attached to the building. The city shall credit 
the proceeds of the sale against the cost of the removal or demolition. Any balance remaining from the sale shall be deposited with the 
clerk of superior court of the county where the property is located and shall be disbursed by the court to the person found to be entitled 
thereto by final order or decree of the court. 

(b1) Additional Lien - The amounts incurred by the city in connection with the removal or demolition shall also be a lien against any 
other real property owned by the owner of the building or structure an located within the city limits or within one mile of the city limits, 
except for the owner’s primary residence. The provisions of subsection (b) of this section apply to this additional lien, except that this 
additional lien is inferior to all prior liens and shall be collected as a money judgment. 

(c) Nonexclusive Remedy. - Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair or limit the power of the city to define and declare 
nuisances and to cause their removal or abatement by summary proceedings, or otherwise. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 2000-
164, s. 3; 2001-386, s.2; 2001-448,s.2; 2002-118,s.2; 2003-23,s.2; 2003-42,s.1; 2004-6,s.1; 2007-216, s. 2 2008-59, s. 2; 2009-9, s. 2; 
2009-263, ss. 1, 3.) 
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160A-433. Records and reports. - The inspection department shall keep complete and accurate records in convenient form of all 
applications received, permits issued, inspections and reinspections made, defects found, certificates of compliance granted, and all 
other work and activities of the department. These records shall be kept in the manner and for the periods prescribed by the North 
Carolina Department of Cultural Resources. Periodic reports shall be submitted to the city council and to the Commissioner of Insurance 
as they shall by ordinance, rule, or regulation require. (1905, c. 506, ss. 30, 31; Rev., ss. 3004, 3005; 1915, c. 192, s. 12; C.S., ss. 2766, 
2767; 1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1983, c. 377, s. 7.) 

160A-434. Appeals in general. - Unless otherwise provided by law, appeals from any order, decision, or determination by a member of 
a local inspection department pertaining to the State Building Code or other State building laws shall be taken to the Commissioner of 
Insurance or his designee or other official specified in G.S. 143-139, by filing a written notice with him and with the inspection 
department within a period of 10 days after the order, decision, or determination. Further appeals may be taken to the State Building 
Code Council or to the courts as provided by law. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1989, c. 681, s. 7A.) 

160A-435. Establishment of fire limits. - The city council of every incorporated city shall pass one or more ordinances establishing and 
defining fire limits, which shall include the principal business portions of the city and which shall be known as primary fire limits. In 
addition, the council may, in its discretion, establish and define one or more separate areas within the city as secondary fire limits. 
(1905, c. 506, s. 7; Rev., s. 2985; 1917, c. 136, subch. 8, s. 2; C.S., ss. 2746, 2802; 1961, c. 240; 1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1.) 
160A-436. Restrictions within primary fire limits. - Within the primary fire limits of any city, as established and defined by 
ordinance, no frame or wooden building or structure or addition thereto shall hereafter be erected, altered, repaired, or moved (either 
into the limits or from one place to another within the limits), except upon the permit of the local inspection department approved by 
the city council and by the Commissioner of Insurance or his designee. The city council may make additional regulations for the 
prevention, extinguishment, or mitigation of fires within the primary fire limits. (1905, c. 506, s. 8; Rev., s. 2988; 1915, c. 192, s. 5;C.S., 
s. 2750; 1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1989, c. 681, s. 8.)

160A-437. Restriction within secondary fire limits. - Within any secondary fire limits of any city or town, as established and defined 
by ordinance, no frame or wooden building or structure or addition thereto shall be erected, altered, repaired, or moved except in 
accordance with any rules and regulations established by ordinance of the areas. (1905, c. 506, s. 8; Rev., s. 2988; 1915, c. 192, s. 5; 
C.S., s. 2750; 1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1.) 

160A-438. Failure to establish primary fire limits. - If the council of any city shall fail or refuse to establish and define the primary 
fire limits of the city as required by law, after having such failure or refusal called to their attention in writing by the State Commissioner 
of Insurance, the Commissioner shall have the power to establish the limits upon making a determination that they are necessary and in 
the public interest. (1905, c. 506, s. 7; Rev., s. 3608; C.S., s. 2747; 1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1.) 
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